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buildings and raachinery therefor, $15,000,”’ was, || 


on motion of Mr. HARALSON, stricken out. 

The item “for the purchase of land at Spring- | 
field, Massachusetts, to be flowed by raising dam | 
at Upper Water Shop, $5,000,’’ was read. 

Mr. DICKEY moved to strike out the same and | 
jnsert— 

That the President of the United States be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to abolish t< manufacture of arms at 
our national armories, at Harper’s Ferry and Springfield, as 
goon as the appropriations authorized by this act shall have 
been expended, and that he be, and is hereby, authorized to 
enter into contract with individuals or companies being the 
lowest bidders for the manufacture of such arms and aecou- 
trements as may be necessary and authorized by law, and 
that he be, and is hereby, authorized to sell and dispose of 
all the public property at these respective establishments | 
other than arms and accoutrements. 

Mr. D. observed that the House had determined 
that our ordnance should not be cast at a public 
foundry, but should be made at individual private 
establishments. 
cannon, why was it not equally good as to small | 
arms? At the armories we had, these arms cost | 
the Government a large price. 
better to abolish them, and have our muskets and | 
other arms made by individual contract?’ The | 
House had voted $16,500 for the erection of a forge | 
at Harper’s Ferry to manufacture their scrap iron, | 
against the interest of our iron mines: he supposed | 
the next thing would be to set them to work on pig | 
and bloom iron. 

Mr. McLANE suggested the propriety of add- | 
ing, ‘and that the President be directed to sell all | 
our present works, and all the arms and stock we 
have on hand.”’ 

Mr. DICKEY was understood to withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. HARALSON moved to strike out the item | 
for the purchase of land at Springfield, &c., 
$5,000. | 

Before the question was put— 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the item by 
increasing the amount $5,000. 

Mr. A. entered into an explanation, showing the | 
great utility and profit the Government would de- 
rive from the appropriation, 

The question being on striking out the appro- 
priation for Springfield armory— 

The question was inadvertently put while Mr. 
Asumun had the floor, and decided in the affirma- 
tive; but on Mr. A.’s remonstrance, the Chair 
recalled the question, (Mr. Haratson objecting 
and insisting that the question was decided,) and | 
Mr. Asumun madea full explanation of the grounds 
of the amendment (which related entirely to local 
details) and opposed the motion to strike out. 

Mr. HARALSON and Mr. BOWLIN advo- 
cated it. | 

Mr. ASHMUN replied, and made further state- 
ments in explanation. | 

Mr. VINTON called for the letter from the | 
department, stating the reasons on which the ap- 





propriation had been recommended. 

Mr. FARAN inquired why the factory was not 
diiven by steam instead of water power? 

Mr. VINTON replied, because a vast sum had 
been invested in the works, which were propelled 
by astream of water. Would the gentleman have 
the Government pull them down and change the 
whole plan that they might be driven by steam? 
If he owned the works, would he do it? 

Thediscussion was further carried on by Messrs. 
HARALSON, VINTON, BOWLIN, PARAN, 
HUDSON, and others, under motions severally 
made for the purpose, on the above item. 

The question was then put on Mr. Haratson’s 
motion to strike out the item, and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. HARALSON moved the following amend- 
ment: 


For selection and purchase by the Secretary of War, un- 
der the direction of the President, of sites at suitable and 
convenient points, for two national foundries, $50,000; and, 
43 s00n as said sites shall be selected, the President shall 


be, and is hereby, authorized, to proceed to erect said | 
foundries. 


_ Mr. HARALSON entered into some remarks 
in advocacy of his amendment. 


Under a pro forma motion, some remarks were 
also made by Mr. ASHMUN. 
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If the argument was good as to || 


Would it not be | 
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proviso that one of the armories shall be located 
west of the Alleghany Mountains. 

Mr. B, supported his amendment in a few brief 
remarks. 


} 
| 


Mr. BOWLIN moved to amend by adding a | 


| 


{ 


Mr. BURT,.and Mr. COBB, of Georgia, also | 


made some remarks in reference to this subject. 
Mr. Bow in’s amendment was rejected. 
Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the 
amendment by adding: 


Provided, That the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any moneys 
| in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be applied, 
under the direction of the Secretary of War, for purchasing 
a site and commencing the necessary works for a national 
armory at Fort Massac, in the State of Illinois. 


Mr. McCLERNAND urged the adoption of 
his amendment in remarks which consumed his 
allotted five minutes. It was rejected. 

Mr. BARRINGER moved the following amend- 
ment: 
| For the purchase and fair distribution of the systems of 


| military tactics in use in the army of the United States, | 


among the officers of the militiain the several States of the 


| Adjutant General of the army of the United States, ten 
| thousand dollars. . 
| Mr. BARRINGER made some remarks in sup- 
port of his amendment. 

Messrs. McLANE and TAYLOR, under pro 
forma motions, made some remarks on this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. VENABLE and Mr. BURT, on motions 
_made and subsequently withdrawn, made some 
remarks; the latter gentleman in urgent advocacy 
of Mr. Barrincer’s amendment. 
| ‘Mr. BOWLILN moved to amend the amendment 
by adding: 

Provided, That the Secretary of War shall contract for 


the same to the lowest bidder, who will contract to furnish 
them in a reasonable time to be fixed. 


Mr. BARRINGER accepted Mr. Bow in’s 
| amendment. 
The question was put, and Mr. Barrincer’s 
| amendment was rejected. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


For the continuation of the improvement of the Ohio river, 
above the falls at Louisville, $40,000. 

For the continuation of the improvement of the Ohio river, 
below the falls at Louisville, $30,000. 


For the continuation of the ‘improvement of the Missouri 
river, $30,000. 

For the continuation of the improvement of the Mississippi 
river, below the mouth of the Ohio river, $50,000. 

For the continuation of the improvement of the Mississippi 
river, above the mouth of the Ohio river, $40,000. 

All of which sums shall be expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of War. 

Mr. BURT raised a point of order against the 
amendment on the ground of irrelevancy. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
| and decided the amendment in order, first, because 
| it was connected with the defences of the country, 

which was the direct object of this bill; secondly, 
because it was in continuation of works nn 
in progress; and, thirdly, because it was sustained 
by precedents, the army bills of 1842 and 1843 con- 
taining precisely similar items. 

Mr. HARA SON appealed from the decision, 
and called for the reading of the 8Uth rule; which 
was read, and provides that no appropriations 
shall be made in the general appropriation bills for 
works not authorized by law, unless in continua- 
tion of works already in progress. 

Mr. VINTON suggested that these works were 
already in progress, and that the gentlerman from 
Indiana modify by saying ‘‘for the continuation 
of the improvements in the Ohio river, above the 
falls,’ &c. There was a dam there half-built, and 
left in that half-finished state. 








ing: 
he decision of the Chair was overruled: Ayes 


Union, under the direction of the Secretary of War and the || 





Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, accepted the | 


suggestion, and magined,. bin, spendneent, second | the sum of one hundred and sixty thousand dollars. 
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sition of the colonel commanding said regiment, a sum not 
exceeding eight hundred dollars: Provided, The proper ac 

counting officers of the Treasury Department shall have 
ascertained the amount due, and upon whose certificate the 
ascertained amount due shall be paid. 


After some debate, in which Messrs. DICKIN- 
SON, BURT, and MILLER took part, the amend - 


ment was ruled out of order. 


Mr. BOTTS moved as a new section: 

That the act approved March second, eighteen hundred 
and nineteen, enutied “An act to regulate the pay of the 
army wher employed on fatigue duty,” shall be canstrued 
to include the enlisted men of ordnance when employed as 
clerks at arsenals, and also the payments which have been 


| made to such cierks tothe extent authorized by that act; 


that is, eighteen cents each day actually so employed as 
clerks. 

Mr. B. explained, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. BOTTS moved another amendment as a 
new section: 


That hereafter it shall be Jawful for the major generals to 
select their aids-de-camp from the captains and lieutenants 
of the army, and the brigadier generals shall select their 
aids-de-camp from the lieutenants of the army. 


The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. BURT moved the following as a new sec- 
tion, which Mr. B. explained. 


ind be it further enacted, That the professors and assist- 
ant professors of the Military Academy shall be entitled to 


| receive the commutation of forage for the number of horses 


| strued as to authorize the 
| forage for any horses not actually kept by said professors 


allowed to the rank to which their pay and allowances are 
assimilated under the act approved the twenty-ninth of 
April, eighteen hundred and twelve. 

Mr. JONES moved to add to the amendment 
the following proviso: 

Provided, Viat nothing herein contained shall be so con- 
allowance of commutation of 


and assistant professors. 
Mr. J. explained. His proviso was rejected. 
The question being put on Mr, Burr’s amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved as a new sec- 
tion: 
That so much of “ An act to amend an act to raise fora 


| limited time an additional miiitary force, and for other pur 


poses,’ approved February eleven, eighteen hundred and 
forty-seven, as provides that bounties of lands shall be Ie- 


| cated “in one body,” containing not less than one hundred 


| and sixty acres, be and the same is hereby repealed; and 
| hereafter warrants for the said bounties may be issued (or 


| quantities containing not Jess than forty acres, at the option 


of the holders, to the amount of one hundred and sixty 
acres, and in conformity to the legal subdivi>ions of the pub- 
lie lands: Provided, ‘That, upon the return of any sueh war 


| rant already issued by the person to whou it was issued, it 
| may be competent to reissue to said person warrants for 
| forty-acre tracts to the amount of the Warrant thue returned : 
| Provided, further, That in wo case shall a warrant be thus 


returned and divided for an assignee, o¢ any one but the 
person or persons in whose name it issued; which shall be 


| made to appear by the oath of the persou thus desiring such 


| 


return and division. 

Mr. C. occupied his five minutes in remarks on 
his amendment. 

After some remarks on pro forma moiions by 
Messrs. COLLAMER, EVANS of Maryland, 
and HALL of Missouri, the amendment was re- 
jected. 


Mr. WICK moved as a new section: 

That the Secretary of War may, in his discretion, upon 
such security as he may deem sufficient, cause arms to be 
delivered to associations formed for the purpose of emigra- 
tion to Oregon, California, or New Mexico, the same to be 
reported and delivered by such associations, within a rea- 
sonable time, to some oflicer of the United States, at a point 
within said Territories, each to be designated by said Secre- 
tary. 

Mr. WICK explained and sustained his amend- 
ment. ft was rejected. 


Mr. TOMPKINS moved as a new section: 


And he it further enacted, That there shall be, and is here- 
by appropriated, for the pay, subsistence, and clothing of 
the regiment of voliigeurs and foot riflemen, armed with 
howitzer and rocket batteries, which regiment the Presi- 
dent is authorized to retain and have recruited and kept up 
to the complement of other regiments as fixed by this act, 


Mr. T. explained his amendment. It was re- 


74, noes 76; and thus the amendment was ruled | jected. 


| out of order by the committee. 


| Mr. DICKINSON moved the following amend- 
| ment: 


| For refunding to the assistant quartermaster of the second 
| regiment of Ohio volunteers, for clothing furnished to said 
volunteers, near Marin, in Mexico, in 1847, upon the requi- 


= 








| Mr. FEATHERSTON moved an amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That such suin or sums of mone 
were paid out of his own funds by Captain Joel M. 
Acker, of the second Mississippi regiment of volunteers, in 
| the late war with Mexico, for clothing (bought) for such sol- 
| diers as were enlisted by him in the years of 1847 and 1s48, 
while on the recruiting service in the State of Mississippi, 
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be refunded to him so soon as the necessary vouchers and ‘| 


proof stiafl be filed with the Secretary of War, and his ac- | 


count shall be allowed by the War Department. 
The amendment was ruled out of order. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, renewed, as a 
new section, the amendment he had previously 


_ THE CONG 


' 


moved for the continuation of the improvement of || 


the various western rivers, and which was ruled 
out of order. 
The amendment was again ruled out of order. 


The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
as amended. 

The House proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and, under 
the operation thereof, the amendments of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole was agreed to without a divis- 
ion, exeept the following amendment, which was 
added by the Committee of the Whole’to the end 
of the second section, and which was rejected: 

And that the maximum number of privates in each of 
the compantes of dragoons, artillery, intaniry, and mounted 


riflemen of the army of the United States shall not hereafter | 


exceed forty-two: Provided, That the President may, in his 
discretion, inerease the number of privates in each of the 
companies, not exceeding sixty, which shall at any time be 
ordered and kept in permanent service in the Territories, to 
such nwiaber, not exceeding one hundred to each company, 
us he may think discreet ; and may order such transfers trom 
and to the different compantes as may be necessary for that 
lod provided further, That the whole number of 
privates, ineluding the company of engineers and the enlisted 
men of ordunnee, at any One time inservice shall not exceed 
nine thousand and sixty men, and that the number of wo- 
men and employés belonging to, or atany time attached to, 
the army shall not exeeed one thousand: dnd provided fur- 
ther, “That any non-commissioned officer or private in the 
regiment of mounted riflemen who shall have served in 
Mexico shall,on application, receive an honorable discharge 
from the service ot the United States, and that the number 
vo discharged shall be replaced at the discretion of the Pres- 
ident. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and, 
being engrossed, was read a third time. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed. He had madetwo unsuccessful attempts 
to graft upon this bill an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the Mississippi, Ohio, and Missouri 
rivers. On looking into the records of the pro- 
ceedings of the House, it would be found that ap- 
propriation for these rivers had always been inserted 
in‘the army appropriation bill; but now, for the 
first time, it was discovered that, to place it there, 
was out of order. The entire Democratic party 
had opposed the attempt to introduce it into this 
bill. Mr. T. said he had made the motion in good 
fuith; theugh he must in candor confess he had not 
had much faith that it would pass. When a great 
and powerful political party, just on the eve of a 
Presidential election, set itself against all measures 
of the kind, and proclaimed to the world, as an 


piicpose : 


article of their faith, that Congress had no power | 


to make appropriations for them, it was hardly to 
be hoped that such a motion would prevail against 
so formidable an array. But he must confess that 
he had been surprised to find the opposition sud- 
denly swelling itself to such a degree as to obtain 
a clear majority against it. 

Mr. GENTRY said he was one of those who 
had voted in favor of sustaining the Chair when it 
decided the motion of the gentleman from Indiana 
to be out of order. He had since had time to look 
into the precedents, and was now fully satisfied 
that the decision had been erroneous, and that the 
amendment had been perfectly in order. 


Mr. THOMPSON was very sorry the gentle- | 


man had not made that discovery a little sooner. 
He had been asked whether this item for the Mis- 
sissippi and Ohio was to be found in the army bill of 
1842? Tle answered that it there appeared, though 
that bill had been under the special guardianship 
of the rigidly constitutional and economical gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, [Mr. McKay.] The 
gentleman and his political friends were, he knew, 
irreconcilably opposed to all appropriations of this 
description. He had moved it in good faith; and 
he well knew, that if it ever was obtained at all, 
it must be put in one of the appropriation bills; for, 
whenever it was connected with the river and 
harber bill, it was sure to encounter the Presiden- 
tial veto. 

Mr. COBB inquired whether there were not 


separate bills now reported containing appropria- | 


tions for these river improvements by themselves? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied there was an item for 
them in the river and harbor bill. But the gentle- 
man from Georgia need not be told that such a bill 


works of this kind. All Mr. T. desired by the pres- 


a te 


| was sure to be vetoed by Mr. Polk; not, indeed, | 


because it contained appropriations for these * in- | 
land seas,’’ as they had been called, but because it 
contained appropriations for the improvement of 
the harbors of the country. 

Mr. COBB said that appropriations for these 
great rivers were in a bill by themselves, and not 
connected with any harbors, 

Mr. THOMPSON said he knew there was one 
bill appropriating for the Mississippi alone. 

There was a great deal of shuffling and dodging | 
on this subject of internal improvements. The 


| 


people of the West felt a deep interest in the sub- || 


ject, and they expected to get appropriations for 


ent movement was to bring those gentlemen who 
came from the valley of the Mississippi, and who 
dare not vote directly against such appropriations, 
to make their mark on this question. He wanted 
the people of the West not to be imposed upon, | 
but to know who was for and who was against 
appropriating the public money for works of inter- 
nal improvement. Gentlemen at home were always 


| loudly in favor of it; here they uniformly acted * 


against it. He wanted to get them fairly on the 
record, so that the West might know who was for 
them and who was against them. For himself, he 
had no concealments about the matter, nor on any 
other subject of legislation. 

He said’ that if this item was connected with the 


| river and harbor bill, it would encounter the con- 


stitutional objections of the President: he wanted 
it put in the appropriation bill, where it would be 
free from dangerous associations. It had never 
before failed to be placed in the army bill; and that 
was its appropriate place, because money so ap- 
propriated was always expended under the direc- | 
tion of the Secretary of War. These appropri- 


ations were part and parcel of the expenditures of |, 


the War Department. They were expended un- | 


| der the superintendence of the Engineers, who | 


belonged to that department, and received their | 
orders from it. They constituted a part of the 
common defences of the country. Had not more 
than eight-tenths of the whole force which went to 
Mexico in the late war been transported on these 
streams to reach their destination? Yet, notwith- 
standing that no party west of the mountains dare | 


avow themselves openly as opposed to these ap- || 
propriations, notwithstanding these rivers fur- || 


nished the great highway by which the great mass 
of our western produce annually reached its mar- 
ket, and notwithstanding they watered the most 
fertile and prosperous regions in the globe, yet all 


appropriations for removing from them the most || 


dangerous obstructions were steadily and system- 
atically refused. He wanted that refusal put on 


| record, with every man’s name attached to it, so 


| was that man. 


that the people of the West, whose vital interests 


for these things at home, while soliciting their | 
votes, but who voted for them here. 

He candidly avowed that his view, in moving a 
reconsideration of the bill, was to get in an amend- | 
ment for the improvement of the Mississippi, Ohio, 
and Missouri rivers. 


Mr. McCLELLAND said, if there was a man: 


on that floor who had made honest and strenuous |: 


efforts to obtain appropriations for the improve- 
, 2 | 
ment of the rivers and harbors of the West, he 


Mr. THOMPSON said he fully exonerated the 
gentleman from Michigan personally. He knew, | 
and took pleasure in bearing witness, that no man | 
had ever been a more unwavering friend to internal | 
improvements than that gentleman. It was on 
his party, not on himself, that he made the charze. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND said that wherever an at- 
tempt had been made to introduce appropriations | 
for rivers and harbors into the general appropria- 
tion bills, contrary to the rules of the House, he 


_ had uniformly opposed it. If it were permitted, no | 


one could foresee the abuse to which it might lead. 
Subjects of this nature, and all others which were | 
proper for legislative action, should be well consid- | 
ered and matured before they were finally acted 
upon, and every one here knew the importance of 
keeping up a proper distinction as to the character 


_ of the items introduced into bills for such purpose. 


Each should stand or fall on its own merits. His 
course on such questions had been invariably the 
same. But it was amusing to see the change which | 


had taken place in the course pursued by his 
. friends on the other side of the House upon this 
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very point. A few short years ago, an appropria- 
tion was inserted in one of the general appropri. 
tion bills for the improvement of the harbor at 
Boston, and although its friends argued that it wa 
absolutely necessary for the defence of that ae. 
and was part and parcel of the military work. 
there, yet it was opposed by the gentleman trom 
North Carolina [Mr. McKay] and himself for the 


_very reason before given, and stricken from the 


hill by a large majority, composed of Whigs and 
Democrats. The Speaker of this House (then on 
the floor) had, if his recollection was correct, made 
a strong and eloquent appeal to the House to rein. 
state it, and notwithstanding his power and ingly. 
ence, which was deservedly great with both parties, 


| he most signally failed. 


Old members would recollect another remarkable 


_ instance of the determination of the House not to 
| make any invidious distinctions as to this kind of 


appropriations. A bill for the improvement of the 


| navigation of the rivers Ohio, Mississippi, Mis. 
| sourl, and Arkansas was introduced into the Sen- 
ate by (he believed) the Senator from Kentucky, 


{Mr. Crirrenpen,} which passed by an almost 
unanimous vote, and was sent to this House. 


| What was its reception here? Almost every mem- 


ber viewed it as an attempt to interfere with the 
general system. It was rejected with the same 
unanimity with which it had passed the Senate, 


| Whigs and Democrats uniting in their opposition 


to it. 
Mr. McCLERNAND here interrupted the gen. 
tleman from Michigan, and said, by reference to 


_ House Journal, page 1096, it would be found that 
, the following communication from the Senate was 


received: 
**Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed ‘ An act to pro- 


| vide tor the improvement of the navigation of the rivers 


Ohio, Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas.’ 

‘Mr, Boyp moved the previous question, which was sec- 
onded, and the main question was ordered and put, viz: 
Shall the bill be rejected? and decided in the affirmative: 
yeas 120, nays 48.”? 


Most, if not all, of the Whig members voting in 


the affirmative. 


Mr. THOMPSON inquired whether it was not 


| Mr. McCveivanp’s opinion, that if his amend- 


ment was attached to the river and harbor bill, and 
it passed, it would not be vetoed? 

r. TOOMBS, with much warmth, called Mr. 
Tuompson to order, for this reference to the prob- 
able action of the Exegutive. It was unparliament- 
He hoped never to 
hear any reference made in that Hall of Repre- 
sentatives to the opinions of the President, or any 
action of his as bearing on the legislation of that 


| House. 


Mr. McCLELLAND appealed to Mr. Toomss 


to state whether he (Mr. McC.) had referred to 
: | the President’s opinions. 
were involved, might know, not who talked well |, 


Mr. TOOMBS said, not at all. 
Mr. McCLELLAND remarked that he had no 


| objection whatever to replying to the interrogatory 


of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Tuompson,| 
although he knew not what course the President 


| would pursue, if the contingency alluded to should 


happen. But it was a question of principle with 
the President, and he could not conceive what dif- 
ference it would make with the President whether 


| the item was in this or the river and harbor bill. 
The application of the principle must be the same. 


Mr. McC. said there had been a studied attempt 
made in 1840 to convince the people of the West 
that the Whig party alone was in favor of appro- 
priations for river and harbor improvements; and 
they had, by their persevering efforts, induced 
many to believe that such was the case. Well, the 
Whigs got into power, and all were anxiously 
expecting the fulfillment of their promises; but in 
this, as in every other respect, they totall failed 
to redeem their pledges. He would ask the gen- 


'tleman from Indiana, [Mr. Tuompson,] who was 


a member in 1841-’42, and when the Whigs had 
the power, why they did not make appropriauions 
for these objects? 
Mr. THOMPSON said he had always been in 
favor of them, 
Mr. McCLELLAND. Yes, the gentleman, 
rsonally, had been. But his party had then a 
arge majority: why had not appropriations been 


made for the lakes ? 


Mr. THOMPSON said it was very hard to get 
an appropriation of that kind, because there was 
no money in the treaspry. 


Mr. McCLELLAND. Exactly; and are we 
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jess in debt now? Is not the national debt far 
greater now than then? But still, in debt as we 
were, Mr. McC. was for appropriations for such 
purposes; and he believed i could show, if fit 


opportunity offered, that they were imperatively | 


demanded by the best interests of the country. 

He objected to any effort to make the West be- 
lieve that none were favorable to these appropria- 
tions but the Whig party, while facts upon the 
record showed directly the contrary. If the gen- 
tieman would look at the yeas and nays, for years 
back, he would readily perceive how the matter 
stood when it came to voting, 


He inquired of the Whigs why, having the ma- | 
jority, they had not long ago passed the river and 


harbor bills? 


Mr. HUNT, of New York, replied that a bill | 


had been reported from the Committee on Com- 
merce for that purpose. 
Mr. McCLELLAND. When? How early in 


the session? 


Mr. HUNT. On the 3d of February, and re- | 
peated efforts had been made from time to time || 
since to get it up and pass it, but the gentleman | 


well knew that his own party had defeated the 
motion. 


Mr. McCLELLAND said, if the gentleman | 


would recur to the history of past sessions, he 
would find that such appropriation bills had gen- 
erally been reported in the first part of the session, 
with a view of pressing them to a vote; and he 
could not conceive the object of the delay in this 
case, When the gentleman from New York [Mr. 


Hont, chairman of the Committee on Commerce] | 


knew that the bills he reported were mere tran- 
scripts of those reported last session. And there 


was greater necessity for an early report this than | 


at any previous session. The rules had been 
changed so as to require all bills to be taken up 
and disposed of in the order in which they stood 
on the calendar; and if the river and harbor bills 
had been reported in season, they would have been 
at the head of the list, and entirely under the di- 
rection of the majority. ‘The Whigs had the whole 
control of the matter. 


Mr. HUNT reminded Mr. McCiecianp that it || 


required a vote of two-thirds to suspend the rules 

to take up a bill out of its order on the calendar. 
Mr. McCLELLAND. Yes; but why had the 

Whigs made such rules for the House, so that a 


majority could not get at the measure which they | 


wished to face? They had a majority on the Com- 
mittee on Rules as well as in the House. 

Mr. HUNT said he had always opposed the 
rule which so operated. 

Mr. McCLELLAND had been speaking of the 
course of the Whigs, not of that of the gentleman 
of New York, because he had never understood 
that that gentleman was the Whig party. 

Mr. HUNT said that the bills riots reported 
unanimously by the Committee on Commerce as 
early as the beginning of February, and he would 


remind the gentleman from Michigan that there | 
were bills at the very head of the calendar which | 


had not been reached to this day. 

Mr.McCLELLAND. Why not? The Whigs 
have a majority, and could, at any time they saw 
fit, proceed to the consideration of the calendar, 
and take up the bills in their order, Had they 
made any such attempt in committee, where it is 
necessary to make the motion? No, not a solitary 
effort is made. And why? Merely because, as 
he presumed, the ayes and noes were not in order 
there, and the attempt might not subserve party 
purposes. Here we had been eight months, and 

ad not touched the first bill on the general calen- 
dar, which is at all times under the control of the 
majority, and yet the gentleman from New York 
complained of this side of the House. 

Mr. McC. was in favor of this new rule, for the 
obvious reason, that if-the majority would act upon 
the calendar, every bill would receive a proper con- 
sideration, and this would have been of immense 
importance to the new and western States, because, 
under the old rule, the large States and a combina- 
ton of interests deprived them of the power of 
having bills of peculiar interest to them considered. 
For this reason—and he called upon the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. C. B. Smrrn,] a member of the 
Committee on Rules, and to whom, at the time of 
the consideration of the rules by the committee, 
he communicated it, to bear witness—he was in 
favor of the new rule. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved that the motion 
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to reconsider be laid upon the table; on which the 
yeas and nays were taken, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Beale, Bingham, Birdsall, Bow- 
lin, Boyd, Brodhead, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, 
Catheart, Chase, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, 
|| Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collamer, Crozier, 

Daniel, Darling, Dickinson, Edsall, Featherston, Fries, Ful- 


ton, Green, Willard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, | 


Hill, George S. Houston, Hubbard, Inge, Charles J. Inger- 
soll, Iverson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, 


Kaufman, Kennon, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Ligon,Lord, | 


Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, MeKay, Me- 


Lane, Job Mann, Marsh. Meade, Miller, Morris, Nicol, | 
Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Phelps, Pillsbury, Rhett, Richey, | 
Sawyer, Simpson, Smart, Robert Smith, Starkweather, | 


Chas. E. Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob Thoinp. 
‘| son, Robert A. Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Turner, 
|} Venable, Wallace, and Wick—®1. 

NAYS—Messrs, Abbott, Ashmun, Barrow, Blanchard, 
Boydon, Brady, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Clingman, Cocke, 
Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, 
Daniel Duncan, Garnett Dunean, Dunn, Eckert, Rdwards, 
Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, 


Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 
Haskell, Henley, Henry, Elias B. Holmes, Hudson, Hunt, 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Kellogg, Thomas Butler King, Daniel 


vin, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw, Palfrey, 
Pendleton, Preston, Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. 
| Rockwell, Roman, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Shepperd, 
| Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, Truman Smith, Stephens, 
|; Andrew Stewart, Strohm, Tallmadge, Taylor, Richard W. 
i] Thompson, Tuck, Vinton, Warren, and Wentworth—34. 
So the House refused to lay the motion to recon- 
| sider on the table. 

| And the House, at fifteen minutes before five 
| o’clock, p..m., adjourned. 

i 





| IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, August 5, 1848. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Terri- 


| a Territorial Government in Oregon with amend- 
' ments, and gave notice that he should call up the 
| bill for consideration on Monday next, at twelve 
| o’clock, for which hour he asked that it might be 
| made the special order; which was agreed to. 

The amendments were ordered to be printed, 
and are as follows: 

Page 8, line 11, after the word ‘‘ effect,” insert 
| §¢ Provided, That no act of the Territorial Legisla- 
| ture shall become a law until approved by the Gov- 
| ernor.’? 

Page 17, line 1, after the word ‘*that,’’ insert 
‘inasmuch as the said territory is north of the par- 
\| allel of 36° 30’ of north latitude, usually known as 
| the * Missouri compromise.’ ”’ 


| §€2,500 dollars,” and insert ‘the highest amount 
| now allowed to a member of Congress from any 
| State of the Union.”’ 

| Page 23, section 24, line 5, strike out the words 
] ‘at Nisqually,”’ and insert “ in Puget’s Sound.” 


| mittee on Pensions, reported the bill to revive a 





ceased soldiers, with an amendment. 


(| Private Land Claims, reported, without amend- 
| ment, a bill for the relief of Shadrach Gillett and 
| others. 

li On motion of Mr. BENTON, it was 

| Ovdered, That from and after Monday next, the 





o’clock, a. m. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a pe- 
|| tition from citizens of Philadelphia, praying Con- 
| gress to purchase the estate of Mount Vernon; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS also presented a petition from the 
|| widow of the late Alexander H. Everett, for the 
| settlement of his accounts; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HANNEGAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, reported a bill to provide for 
carrying into effect the first article of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Mexican Repub- 
lic, and establishing a boundary line between the 

| two countries. 
The bill was read a first and second time, when 
its further consideration was postponed until Mon- 


Fisher, Flournoy, French, Goggin, Gott, Gregory. Grinnell, | 


P. King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Melivaine, Mar- | 


| Page 19, lines 22, 23, strike out the words | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | 
portion of an act for the relief of the widows of de- | 


Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on | 
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The bill was read a second time, and being under 
consideration as in Committee of the Whole— 
| Mr. BORLAND explained, that there was about 
4,807,000 acres of land of this description in the 
State of Arkansas, which were entirely useless, 
| and without vaiue in their present condition. Be- 
fore they could be brought into cultivation, an 
embankment must be made. In the hands of the 
| State this would be accomplished, and some im- 
| portant public works would be completed without 
applicauon for aid to the General Government. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, asked what was 
the quantity of lands of this description in the ad- 
| joining States, as well as in Arkansas. 
Mr. BORLAND replied, that the total amount 
| was about twenty-four millions. 
| Mr. CALHOUN thought that the General Gov- 
| ernment ought to do something for the purpose of 
| reclaiming this immense mass of unsalable and 
| useless lands. He had reported a bill for the pur- 
|| pose, and he hoped this matter would not be 
|| pressed until he could call up his bill, which he 
|| would do next session. 
| Mr. YULEE thought there might be some doubt 
| as to the power of the Government aceording to 
| the view of the Senator from South Carolina. The 
|| best way would be to pass this bill, to only a por- 
|| tion of which he had any objection. 
|| Mr. WESTCOTT stated that there were four 
|| millions of acres of land similar in their character, 
|| in Florida, and he was glad to find that there was 
‘| Some prospect of their being reclaimed and made 
|| of value. He hoped the condition would be 
|| stricken out. 
| Mr. YULEE moved to strike out the conditions 
| by which the State bound herself to a certain speci- 


| tories, reported House bill for the establishment of || fied disposition of the proceeds. 


|| . Mr. NILES felt some alarm at the extent of the 
|| donation. 
On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the bill was 
laid on the table for the present. 


| 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
|| resumed the consideration of the civil and diplo- 
|| matic appropriation bill. 
|| Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the bill by 
|| Inserting a clause appropriating “‘ for compensa- 
| tion to S. Prevost, United States consul at Lima, 
1 for diplomatic services, $1,800;’’ which was agreed 
|} to. 
|| Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the bill by 
|| inserting a clause appropriating ‘ for compensa- 
| tion to Charles G. Anderson, for services as acting 
chargé d’ affaires at Paris during the absence of 
the United States minister, $1,666 67.”’ 

Mr. MILLER asked where General Cass was 
|| at this time ? 
| Mr. HANNEGAN. On an excursion to the 
| Holy Land. 

r. MILLER said this was the first case of an 
application for extra pay, while the minister was 
only temporarily absent on an excursion. 

Mr, HANNEGAN believed it had been always 
customary to make such an allowance. 

Mr. KING said that no such practice had, 
| within his knowledge, prevailed. It certainly was 

not so in his case,and he had been sometimes 

absent from Paris for a month or two, visiting 

various parts of the continent for recreation. He 
| thought the precedent a dangerous one. 

After a few words from Mr. DAYTON and Mr. 
|| MASON— 
|| Mr. HANNEGAN said he had merely presented 
| the amendment for consideration. It was for the 
| Senate to decide as to its adoption or rejection. 

The amendment was then negatived. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the bill by 
inserting a clause granting compensation to Wil- 
liam M. Blackford, late chargé d’affaires to the 
Republic of New Granada, $1,125; which was 
| agreed to. 
|| An amendment moved by Mr. ALLEN, appro- 

priating compensation to j. B. Brown, dragoman 
| to the late Commodore Porter at Constantinople, 
|| was negatived. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to amend the bill 








| 











| day. || by inserting an appropriation of $4,500 to pay a 
On motion of Mr. BORLAND, ithe previous || claim of Dodge, late commercial agent in 

| orders were postponed, and the Senate proceeded || Europe; which was agreed to. . 

|| to the consideration of the bill to grant to the State || Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the bill, 

of Arkansas certain unsold lands subject to over- || by inserting an appropriation for expenses of 

flow, for purposes of internal improvement, edu- |} running and marking the boundary line between 

cation, and for other purposes. ll the United States and Mexico, and paying the 
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salaries of the officers of the commission, a sum 
not exceeding $50,000; which was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the bill by inserting a clause to reappropriate, from 
the surplus fund, $4,070 appropriated for payment 
for certain operations at Appalachicola, Florida; 
which wes agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved to amend | 
the bill by inserting a clause for the reimbursement 
of certain railroad and steamboat companies for | 
maintaining alicht-boat on Fisher’s [sland Sound, | 
between New York and Stonington; which was | 
avreed to. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, the bill was amend- 
ed by inserting an appropriation for rent and fuel 
for additional offices of the Navy Department. 


On motion of Mr, YULEE, the bill was further | 


amended by inserting a proviso, that when a cap- 


‘the - . » Pro- | ae : 
tain of the navy shall be at the head of the Pro | the amendment appropriating $141,055 91 to cer- 


_ tain Creek Indians, and decided as follows: 


vision Bureau, he shalj be entitled to his usual 
pay. 

Mr. DIX moved to amend the bill by inserting 
a clause appropriating for the reimbursement to 


Commodore De Kay, for expenses incurred by him | 


in his voyage in the Macedonian, while em- 


ployed in carrying provisions to Ireland, a sum | 


not exceeding $16,000. 

Some debate took place on this amendment, in 
which Messra. BRIGHT, DIX, WESTCOTT, 
YULEER, FOOTE, DAYTON, PEARCE, BAD- 
GER, BUTLER, ALLEN, PHELPS, HOUS- 


YON, DICKINSON, NILES, and MANGUM, | 


took part, 

‘This amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON moved to amerd the bill by in- 
serting an appropriation for the purchase of the 
manuseript papers of Thomas Jefferson, $30,000. 


Mr. PEARCE moved to amend the amendment | 


by inserting a similar appropriation for the pur- 


chase of the*manuscript papers of Alexander Hamm- |! 


ilton. 


modification of his amendment; and, after a brief 
debate, the amendment was agreed to, as follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Badger, Baldwin, Borland, Clarke, Cor- | 


win, Dayton, Dodge, Downs, Foote, Greene, Hannegan, 
Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisi- 
ana, King, Mangum, Mason,Metcalie, Mailer, Pearce, Phelps, 
Sebastian, Spruance, and Upham—2. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Breese, 
Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, 
Dix, Feleh, Fitzgerald, Hale, Hamlin, Johnson of Georgia, 
Niles, Sturgeon, Turney, Walker, and Yulee—20. 


Mr. BEN'TON moved to strike out the follow- 
ing clause: 
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the question being on concurring in the following | 


amendment: 


After line 620, insert: “For the adjustment and || 


extinguishment, under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of State, of the claims of the Spanish Gov- 
ernment against the United States, recommended | 
by the President’s message, $50,000.” 
The question was taken, and decided as fol- | 
lows: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Alien, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, | 
Berrien, Borland, Butler, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, Hannegan, Hunter, 
Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, 
Sebastian, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—2i. 
NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Breese, Bright, Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dix, Felch, Greene, Hale, 
Hawilin, Houston, Johnson of Muryland, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Phelps, Spruauce, Underwood, Upham, and Walker 


—_ >) 
2. 


The question was then taken on concurring in 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Butler, 
Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dick- 
inson, Dix, Denglas, Downs, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hanne- 
gan, Houston, Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Lou- 


| isiana, Lewis, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Upham, Walker, West- 


cou, and Yulee—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Benton, Breese, Bright, 
Feich, Hamlin, Johnson of Georgia, King, Pearce, Spruance, 
‘Turney, and Underwood—13. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendment appropriating for continuing and 


completing the surveys and explorations to be | 


made by J. C. Frémont in Oregon and California, 
$30,000, and decided as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Alien, Atherton, Bell, Benton, Borland, 
Breese, Bright, Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Felch, Hale, Ham- 
lin, Houston, Johnson of Louisiana, Sebastian, Underwood, 
and Westeott—I&. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Butler, Corwin, Davis of Massa- 

' chusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Hannegan, Jolinson 
of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Miller, 
Pearce, Spruance, Turney, and Yulee—16. 


The question was then taken on an amendment 


s || offered by Mr. Drx, to insert, for compensation 
Mr. MASON accepted the amendment as a| y : : P 


and expenses of a commercial agent, to be selected 
_ and sent abroad by the President to collect inform- 

ation respecting the commerce, productions, and 

statistics of Asia and Eastern Africa, $10,000; and 
| decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Badger, Bell, Davis of Massa- 
chusetts, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Foote, Hamlin, Hannegan, 
Houston, Johnson of Maryland,Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, 
| and Niles—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Benton, Borland, Breese, 
Bright, Butler, Corwin, Felch, King, Metcalfe, Miller, 
Pearce, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, Walker, Westcott, 
| and Yulee—19. 





Union, he was still of opinion that, at this stage 
| of the session—the army appropriation bill having 


already been engrossed, and being now at the very 


— of passage—it was expedient to facilitate the 


usiness of the session by passing the army bill 
through at once. He considered that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman was strictly in order to the 
army bill, on the ground that the improvement of 
rivers and harbors was necessary for the defence 


of the country, and for the additional reason that 
|, allthe expenditures proposed were to be made 


under the direction of the War Department. Buy: 
_as this bill had been matured in Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, and was now go 
far advanced towards its passage, he felt indis- 
| posed to incumber it, or take up the time of the 
\ Exons in discussing the question of harbor and 
| river improvements in connection with this bill, 
He wished to state to the House, moreover, that, 
‘when the army bill was passed, he intended to 
move immediately to go into Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, and to postpone 


| previous orders for the purpose of taking up the 
'! harbor and river bill. That bill had been reported 


' a long time since by the Committee on Commerce, 
/and was now ready for the action of the commit- 
‘tee, and might be passed in a very short time, if 
the majority who were in favor of that system 
would act together, and press it to its passage. He 
| thought it might be passed at once, after the army 
bill was voted on. F 

In compliance with his pledge, he renewed the 
| demand for the previous question. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, remarking that it was 
too important a bill to be acted on in so thina 
House, moved a call of the House. 

The yeas and nays were taken on ordering a 

call, and resulted: yeas 75, nays 85. 
| So the House determined there should not bea 





call. 

The previous question was then seeonded, and 
the main question ordered to be now put, viz: 
Will the House reconsider the vote by which the 
bill (army appropriation bill) was ordered to be 
engrossed? The question was decided in the neg- 
ative, by yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 5/, 
nays 117. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed. 

Mr. T. then entered into some remarks in regard 
to inaccuracies in the report published this morn- 
ing of the remarks he made on Saturday last rela- 





as 2.6 26 


All the other amendments made as in Commit- 
, tee of the Whole of the Senate were then con- 
curred in. 

he amendments were then ordered to be en- 


Mor payment of the first volume of the fifth series of the 
Documentary History, under contract with the Secretary of 
State, twenty-four thousand three hundred aud twenty- 
seven dollars. 


tive to the expediency of making appropriations 
for improving the navigation of the western rivers. 
His views to-day were also generally confined to 
the subject of river improvement. 

Mr. 
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Ths yeas and nays were ordered, and the ques- 
tion being taken, was decided as follows: 
Y EAS—Messra. 


bury, Breese, Bright, Cathoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickin- |! 
#on, tnx, Dodge, Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Hamlin, John- || : 
| few minutes the doors were reopened, and 


eon of Georgia, King, Lewis, Niles, Sebastian, Sturgeon, 
‘Turney, Walker, and Yulee—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Clarke, Cor- || 


win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Foote, Greene, Hous- 
ton, Jolinson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiaua, Miller, 
Pearce, and Upham—15. 


Mr. BENTON moved to amend by inserting 
the following: 
For compensation to Dr. Torry, of Princeton, New Jer- 


sey, for lis services in classifying and superintending the 
engraving, and defraying the expenses of engraving the 


botanical specimens brought on trom California, Oregon, | 


and the Weot, by J. C. Prémont, the sum of $4,000, 
And the question being taken, it was decided as 
follows: 


Y LL AS—Messrs. 
of Lan 


paiana, Miller, and Pearce—7. 


NAYS—essrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Ber- | 
rien, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, Ciarke, Corwin, Davis of 
Massachusvits, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Doug- | 


las, Felch, Hannegan, Houston, Hunter, Jolinson of Mary- 
land, Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Metcalfe, 
Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, and Walker—30. 

Mr. HANNEGAN \moved an amendment, to 
insert: ‘For compensation to a Doorkeeper of the 


President of the United States, 8600,’’ which was || 


decided as follows: 
YEAS—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Borland, Breese, But- 


ler, Douglas, Greene, Hale, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson | 


of Maryland, Niles, Sebastian, Westcou, and Yulee—15. 
NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Bell, Berrien, 

Bright, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Day- 

ton, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hamlin, Johnson 


of Louisiana, Johnson of Georgia, King, Metcalfe, Miller, | 


Spruance, Turney, and Walker—23. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 


Allen, Atchison, Benton, Borland, Brad- 


_ grossed, and the bill to be read a third time. 
The bill was then read a third time and passed. 


The Senate then (11 o’clock p. m.) proceeded to 





Sell, Borland, Breese, Dayton, Johnson | 


the consideration of Executive business; and ina 


The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, August 7, 1848. 
| | The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


|| The question before the House when it ad- 
_journed on Saturday last, was on reconsidering 
|, the vote by which the bill making appropriations 
| for the support of the army for the year ending 

June 30, 1849, was ordered to be engrossed, and 
on which Mr. Kaurman had moved the previous 
question. The question this morning being on 
seconding the previous question— 


{ 


| 


draw the demand for the previous question for five 
minutes. 


Mr. KAUFMAN yielded to the appeal, on con- 


| dition that the gentleman would not occupy more | 


than five minutes, and on the pledge that he would 
renew the demand. 

Mr. HUNT accepted the pledge, and said he 
|| had not risen with a view of consuming the time 
of the House in any discussion upon the motion 
to reconsider. What he desired to say was, that, 


| proper to have incorporated the provisions of the 
amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Tuompson] into this bill when it was originally 
reported, or when it was under the consideration 
| of the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Mr. HUNT appealed to Mr. Kavrman to with- | 


although in his opinion it would have been entirely | 


UNT made a few brief remarks in reply 

| to Mr. Tuompson, and concluded by moving to lay 
'on the table the motion to reconsider the vote on 
| the passage of the bill; which was agreed to. 
| 


Mr. DARLING moved the following resolu- 

tion: 

Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contingent fuad 
| of the House, to the officers, clerks, messengers, pages, aud 
|| laborers thereof, the compensation usually paid by the House 
| and Senate at the close of a session. 

} Mr. D. moved the previous question. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
|| resolution on the table; which motion was decided 
| by yeas and nays in the negative: yeas 54, nays 
\| 121. 
|| ‘The question recurring on seconding the demand 
|| for the previous question— —__ , 
|| Mr. DARLING modified his resolution to read 
\| as follows: 
| Resolved, That there be paid, out of the contingent fund 
| of the House, to the assistant clerks, messengers, pages, 
and laborers thereof, including folders and police of the Cap- 
itol, with its messenger and laborer, the extra compensation 
|| usually allowed by the House and Senate at the close of @ 
| session. ? 
| The previous question was seconded, and, under 
the operation thereof, the resolution was agreed 
| to, by yeas and nays: yeas 119, nays 51. 
|| Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
| vote just taken; which motion was laid on the 
| table. 4 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the amendments 
of the Senate to the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill were referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


1 
| 





| 
1 SENATE BILLS. 
‘| On motion of Mr. BOYD, the following Senate 
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pills were taken up, read, and referred to appro- 
priate committees, viz: 

A bill to compensate R. M. Johnson for the 
erection of certain buildings for the use of the 
Choctaw Academy. 

A bill for the relief of Ward and Smith. 

A bill to grant to the State of Wisconsin the 
military reservation at Fort Winnebago. 

A bill for the relief of Shadrach Gillet and 
others. 





The House proceeded to the consideration of the | _.{¢ 
distinctly 


amendments of the Senate to the joint resolution 


of the House concerning certain portions of the |. y les- |) ar A 
tion, which was seconded; and the main question || his memory, therefore, was to honor his country, 


marine corps. 


The amendments were severally read and con- | 


curred in. — 
So the joint resolution stands passed. 


MIVYUMS NT TO JACKSON. 


The House proceeded to consider the joint reso- 
jution of the Senate granting to the Jackson Mon- 
ument Committee certain brass guns and mortars 
captured by General Jackson, and for other pur- 
poses. . 

It was read three times and passed. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to recon- 
sider this vote. He said, he had no objection to 
give A monument to the brave old soldier; but he 
was not willing to give for this purpose all the brass 
ordnance in the service which might be technically 
reported unfit for service. 

Mr. COLLAMER stated, that there had been 
many pieces of ordnance taken from the enemy 
during the Revolution, and many also were taken 
in the last war, which were now unfit for service. 
And why? Because most of those of brass were 
light pieces, and not sufficiently strong to resist 
the greatly increased strength of gunpowder as 
now used; for the modern improvements in the 


manufacture of that article had been such that its | 


strength was now more than doubled; besides, 
these light pieces recoiled so much as to be unfit 
for modern practice. This being borne in mind, 
let gentlemen look at this resolution, and they 
would perceive, that if it were passed in its present 
form, it would authorize the delivering up ofall the 
trophies won by the brave achievements of the 
army of the Revolution, and they would all be 
melted up. Many of them were taken at York- 
town, at the surrender of Cornwallis. Were gen- 
tlemen prepared for a result like this? He had no 
objection that all the cannon taken by General Jack- 
son himself should be or to this use; but 
he must object to giving up the precious trophies of 
the Revolution. He therefore desired that the bill 
should be amended by adding a proviso, providing 
that it should not be considered as including the 
ieces taken from the enemy in the war of the 
evolution. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, said, he was not 
only willing that General Jackson should have a 
monument of brass, but one ere perennius; but he 
hoped the House would take care to exclude from 
the grant the trophies to which the gentleman from 
Vermont had alluded for the erection of a monu- 
ment to anybody. And he demanded the previous 
question. 

He withdrew it, however, at the request of— 

Mr. PALFREY, who took the same ground; 
objecting to giving up the trophies of the Revolu- 
tion. Should such a thing be done, it would out- 
rage the public feeling in all parts of the country. 
Mr. P. might be willing to vote money for the pro- 
posed monument, but never to devote to its erection 
materials so sacred as these. Could it be heard of 
with any patience, that pieces of cannon like those 
which used to be paraded on training days on 
Boston Common, known by the names of ‘* Han- 
cock’? and ** Adams,” and with those names in- 
scribed upon them, captured, if he remembered 
right, in one of the battles of the Revolution, and 
given by the Continental Congress to Massachu- 
setts—could it be heard of without indignation, that 
historical objects like these were melted up into a 
monument to General Jackson, because the head 
of the Ordnance Department reported them “ unfit 
for service?”? The country would not endure such 
& profanation. 

Mr. McCLERNAND wished to have read the 
memorial of the Monument Committee. He said, 
as he understood the language of that memorial, it 
prayed that certain brass pieces taken at Pensa- 
cola, together with such others as might be report- 
ed unserviceable by the chief of the Ordnance 
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| tional pieces, were included the guns taken during | 
| the Revolution? 


| proviso excluding the trophies of the Revolution. || 








| he had introduced a resolution for the erection of | 





| tion on the table, and demanded the oo and nays; 





| other pieces of brass ordnance reported ‘ unser- 


| brass pieces, to be used in the construction of an 


| Mortars, weighing in all 4,930 pounds, reported to 





| erous and grateful public. 
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Department, might be taken for this purpose. It || captured at Austerlitz; and in England, where an 


/had last year been supposed that the ordnance || equestrian statue to Wellington had been made, or 


taken at Pensacola would be sufficient. But it was 
now found that a small addition of other brass pieces | Waterloo. 
would be requisite, and they prayed that such | The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Kine] could 
might be granted them as were unfit for the public || not be more mistaken than in supposing that it 
service, || Was a misapplication of national tropnies to devote 
Mr. SCHENCK inquired whether, in these ad- || them to the perpetuation of the names of the heroes 
| whose valor and patriotism had won them. The 
i| name of Jackson—the brave, the wise, and the 
| incorruptible—was inseparably blended with the 
glory of his country; his history would be a bright 
and instructive portion of her history. To honor 


was being made, of the brass pieces taken at 


[Great disorder prevailing, little could be heard 
Mr. VANS moved again the previous ques- | 


being on reconsidering, it was carried. So the || which he so dearly loved, and which he-so faith- 
vote adopting the resolution in its present form was || fully served. 
reconsidered. At the last session of Congress, a resolution had 
The question then recurring on reconsidering the | passed this House nem. con. granting the trophies 
vote by which the resolution had been ordered to | in question; and he hoped now, since the present 
its third reading, it was carried. || resolution was amended, it would be passed unani- 
Mr. McCLERNAND then proposed to add a || mously. 
Mr. McCLERNAND moved the previous ques- 
[About twenty gentlemen were here on their || tion; which was seconded, and, under the opera- 
feet at once, endeavoring to address the Chair.] __ || tion thereof, the amendment was agreed to, and the 
Messrs. McCLERNANDand SCHENCK made || joint resolution was read a third time, and returned 
remarks not distinctly audible in the confusion. || to the Senate. 
Mr. HASKELL reminded the House that when | Mr, BOTTS, the rules being suspended for the 
urpose, offered the following resolution: 
a monument to the memory of Mr. Adams, the || ‘ Sie: That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
House had voted it down. He moved to lay the || he directed to furnish to such members of the present House 
resolution on the table. }) as —_ “e eenee meee ah wry eg as =e ~ 
j ne 2 > 2 BQ = ¢ sses, 
Mr. SCHENCK was understood to ce | bane ashes tuolte uh were distributed in the last Compress to 
shame that the House should for a moment think || the members of the Senate: Provided, ‘That this resolution 
of indulging a resolution like this after having re- || shall not be construed to authorize the reprinting of such 
fused a monument to the greatest man in the land. || books. ; F 
Mr. KING, of Georgia, was opposed to giving \| Mr. BOTTS moved the previous question ; 
é which was seconded, and, under the operation 


up the venerable and precious trophies of the valor | | 
of our ancestors to any general whatever. They || thereof, the resolution was agreed to, by yeas 116, 
nays 58. 


belonged to the country; they should descend from | ; ; 

generation to generation; they were so many heir- |} _Mr. BOTTS moved to reconsider the vote, and 
looms, which ought to descend to posterity, to || also moved that that motion be laid on the table; 
show what their ancestors had done. He was op- || which latter motion was agreed to. 

posed to the whole proceeding. He would not CALIFORNIA AND NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved that the House 
proceed to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table; which was agreed to. 


| 
: : | The first business in order were the messages of 
— were taken, and resulted: Yeas 74, nays | the President in relation to the treaty of peace with 


vote such a gift to commemorate either Taylor or | 
Scott, or any other man, however distinguished, 
patriotic, or brave. He moved to lay the resolu- | 


Mexico, and in relation to the boundaries of New 
Mexico and California, &c. 

Mr. VENABLE continued his remarks from a 
| former day upon the question of the constitutional 
power of Congress to legislate upon the subject 
of slavery, in denial of the existence of which he 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


Mr. SCHENCK moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out the words, ‘* together with such | 


viceable,’ as the chief of the Ordnance Office may | ; ; 
deem sufficient for the purposes of the said com- mesa Bagg ny Se dog Br flere gesarived ff 


mittee.”? Downe, Mr. Boypon, and other gentlemen, and 
Mr. McCLERNAND said there seemed to be || “2° interrupted in the midst of his remarks by the 


; ; : termination of his hour. 
much misapprehension upon this subject. A mem- TR 2 . : 
ber of the committee appointed by the Jackson | Mr. STEPHENS followed in an argumentative 


ra os veech on the subject of the compromise bill re- 
Monument Association had placed in his hands || §P°¢° J : : 
7 : : ; - || cently passed by the Senate (which was laid on 
their memorial, asking the donation of certain | the table by the House of Representatives) and on 
| 


the Territories acquired from Mexico. He con- 
tended that that bill did not settle the question 
which has agitated and still agitates the Union; it 
only postponed it. Mr. S.’s remarks were cut off 
the expiration of his hour. 

Mr. BINGHAM succeeded to the floor after 
Mr. Sreruens, and delivered a speech on general 
topics of discussion. When he concluded— 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and the main question 
was ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the messages 








equestrian statue to the memory of General Andrew | 
Jackson. The pieces asked for consist of four 


four-pounder brass guns, and two nine-inch brass 








| 


— 


be unserviceable, which were captured by General 
Jackson at Pensacola. 

A contract had been made by the committee with | 
Mr. Clark Mills, of Charleston, for the construc- | 
tion of the statue, at a cost of $12,000, of which: 
$11,500 had already been contributed by a gen- | 
There was now no | 
doubt but that an ample sum would be received ||... the table. 


for the construction of the statue in a tasteful and || y4 : . 
: : Mr. COBB, of Georgia, at a few minutes before 
substantial form. The statue was to be one-third |/ ¢,., o’clock, moved that ‘the House adjourn, and 


larger than life, and was to be completed within || 41,4 called for the yeas and nays on the motion. 
two years from the date of the contract with the || “py, yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
artist. It was to have a place in the public grounds |! taken, resulted: Yeas 36, nays 80. So the House 
in this city. || refused to adjourn. 


The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Kine] had : 
objected to the donation as a misapplication of TOE Rens (eee Se See tase See, FP 


national trophies for individual objects. But not || menage De ia on ne ee. Yeas 76, nays 


so. It had been an immemorial usage to devote a || py 3 
portion of the trophies won by great benefactors | Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that 
|| the last vote be reconsidered. 


to the perpetuation of their memories, and it was 
a usage of en in its effect to stimu- | Wr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
late a noble emulation of great deeds and great |) 1. prouse adjourn. Lost. 


services. 


' Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the motion to 
Ma ennai Where hes cups a uhege pre- | reconsider on the table. Agreed to. 


RIVERS AND HARBORS. 
Mr. HUNT moved that the House resolve itself 





Mr. McCLERNAND. In France, where the | 
column of Napoleon had been made of the cannon ' 
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into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, 


Houseadjourn. Lost: ayes 64, noes 67. 
The question recurred on the motion that the 


House resolve itself inca Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union. 

It was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 65, 
nays 5x. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Come 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Canent, of Florida, in the Chair.) 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, inquired what 
was the order of business ? 

The CHAIR replied, that the bill appropriating 
for the construction of a dry dock in New York 
was first on the calendar. 


Mr. HOUSTON said he believed the rules had | 


he moved to take up Senate bill No, 33. 


Mr. HUNT moved that the first nineteen bills |! 


on the calendar be passed over, and that bill No. 


170, making appropriations for the preservation | 
and repairs of the public works upon certain har- | 
hors and rivers, and for the survey of certain har- | 


bors, be taken up. 


Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for the reading | 
of the rule recently adopted regulating the order of | 


business in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; which was read, and provides that 


in Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union, bills shall be taken up and disposed of in 


their order; but when objection is made to the con- | 


sideration of a bill, a majority of the committee 
shall decide without debate whether it shall be 


taken up and disposed of, provided that the general I man from Virginia, Mr. Meape, will vote upon 


appropriation and certain specified bills shall be | 


first in order, 

Mr. C. made the point that, under the rule 
which had been read, the committee must take up 
each bill in the order of the calendar; and objec- 
tions being made to the consideration of that par- 
ticular bill, the committee must determine whether 
it would take it up or proceed to the next bill. 

Mr. VINTON hoped that course would be 
taken, and the committee could vote all the bills 
down till they got to the river and harbor bill. 

Mr. HUNT objected to the consideration of the 
first bill. 

Mr. COBB claimed the floor, and called the gen- 
tleman to order. 
first bill, that the committee might vote advisedly 
upon taking it up. 


Mr. HUNT objected to the reading of the bill. | 


{Great excitement.] He insisted that the gentle- 
man had no right to call for the reading of the bill 
until the committee decided to take it up. 

The CHAIR -sustained Mr. Hunr’s view of the 
question of order, and decided that the committee 
must first decide whether they would take up the 
bill before it was competent to insist upon its read- 
ne. 


Mr. COBB appealed from that decision, and on | 


that appeal had a few words to say. 


teh» ie : 
Mr. HUNT called the gentleman from Georgia || ‘Tellers were ordered, and after some time, and 


to order, and claimed that the appeal was not de- || not without the Chairman repeating that he should 


batable. 


Mr. COBB called the gentleman from New York 


to order, and claimed the floor on a previous ques- 
tion of order. 
Mr. FARAN called for the reading of the rule, 
Mr. HUNT said the order of business was not 


open to debate, and consequently an appeal from | 


a decision as to that order could not be debatable. 
He raised the point of order that the gentleman’s 
remarks were not in order. 

Mr. COBB (still retaining the floor) said, the 
genlleman from New York had no right to make 
a point of order when one point was pending. 
{Loud cries of * order.”’ 


The CHAIR decided that the appeal was not 
debatable. 


Mr. COBB appealed from that decision, and | 


oer to say that it was a new rule, and he 
vished to test the application of it. [Loud cries 
of * order.””} 


The question was taken by tellers on the last \| 
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|, places, and the vote will continue. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessce, moved that the | 


He asked for the reading of the | 





The tellers will resume their 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, (one of the tel- 


lers:) The tellers have finished their report. The | 
{Cries of, ‘* Call the | 


vote was, ayes 84, noes 16. 
roll’’ 


Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the committee 


rise; but— 


| under the rule; which having been done— 


The SPEAKER resumed the chair, and the 


| to the House, to be entered on the Journal. 


absentees. 


itsesession, and, under the direction of the Chair- 
man, the tellers took their places. 

Mr. COLB, of Georgia, moved that the commit- 
tee rise. 

The motion was not received, as the committee 
were dividing upon the appeal, the question being 
** Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg- 
ment of the committee ?”’ 

The affirmative vote having been announced 86, 
and buat few more gentlemen voting— 


| _ The CHAIR said it was, and he stated the ques- 


The CHAIR ordered the Clerk to call the roll ! 


| Cuainman reported the names of the absentees | 


Mr. COBR, of Georgia, and Mr. HALL, of | 
| Missouri, called for the reading of the names of the | 
| motion of the gentleman from New York. 
The names of the absentees were read, and a | 


ne | || quorum having appeared, the committee resumed 
been changed so as to allow the majority of the |! 


committee to take up any bills they saw fit; and | 





tion to be on the motion to rise. 

The motion was negatived, the vote being taken 
by tellers. 

Mr. HUNT then moved to take up bill No, 
170, the 3lst on the calendar, being a bill making 
appropriations for the preservation and repairs of 
the public works upon certain harbors lines 
and for the survey of certain harbors. He said 
his motion came within the 80th rule of the House 
which is in these terms: ‘* General appropriation 
bills shall be in order in preference to any other 
bills of a public nature, unless otherwise ordered 
by a majority of the House.” 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question on the 


Mr. HUNT said it was certainly in order, ag 
the bill made appropriations for unfinished works, 

Several gentlemen appealed to the Chair to 
know whether he decided that motion in order 
under the 80th rule? 

The CHAIRMAN said he did. The bill ap. 
peared to be of a sufficiently general character to 
come under the 80th rule. 

Mr. COBB appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. It was an unprecedented decision. [Or- 

| der, order.] He asked the Chair {Order, or- 
der.] It was useless for gentlemen to try that 





The CHAIR said, he should feel under the ne- } game. [Order, order.] He rose to ask a question 


cessity of calling upon gentlemen by name if they 
| did not vote. 
[Cries of, ‘* That’s right; call the names of those 
| that refuse to vote.’ 

Mr. MEADE rose and asked the Chair if there 
was arule of the House 


The CHAIR interposed and said: The gentle- 





this question. 

Mr. MEADE asked if there was a rule of the 
House on this question; and, until he ascertained, 
he asked to be excused from voting. 

The tellers, during this time, were receiving 
other votes of gentlemen, who were slowly and 


ported ayes 90, noes 30. 


So the decision of the Chair that the (first) ap- |! 


peal was not debatable was sustained. 

Mr. COBB claimed that the question now re- 
curred on his previous appeal. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the committee rise, and on that motion called for 
tellers. 

The CHAIR propounded the question, and an- 
nounced that it was decided in the affirmative, (by 
the sound.) 


Mr. THOMPSON insisted, with much warmth, || 


| upon the question being taken by tellers. 
The CHAIR stated that the call for tellers came 


| to his ear too late 
|| Some conversation ensued upon this point be- | 
| tween Mr. THOMPSON, Mr. McKAY, the |) 
| CHAIR, and other gentlemen. 


{Great confusion 
and excitement. 

| The CHAIR announced the question on the 
| first appeal. 


be constrained to call gentlemen by name who re- 
mained in their seats and refused to vote, a quo- 
rum voted, and the vote was announced: Ayes 99, 
noes 17, 

So the decision of the Chair, that it was not 
competent to call for the reading of the bill prior 
to the decision of the committee whether they 
would take it up, was sustained. 

Mr. FARAN moved that the committee rise, 
with the view (he said) of moving to take a recess 
to half-past seven. Rejected: Ayes 54, noes 78, 

The question then recurred on laying aside the 
first bill on the calendar. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, called for tellers on that 
question. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
committee rise, with a view of moving an adjourn- 
ment. 


The CHAIR decided that motion to be out of 


order. 
Tellers were then ordered, and the committee 


appeal, and the vote stood: Ayes 84, noes 16—no \ agreed to lay the first bill aside—95 in the affirma- 


quorum. 
[Cries of, ** Call the roll.’"] 


tive, and 20 in the negative. 
| Mr. JOHNSON then renewed his motion that 


Mr. HUNT hoped a new count would be taken. I the committee rise, with the view of moving an 


It was evident there was a large quorum here, and 
gentlemen were refusing to vote. 


it 


| adjournment. 
Mr. HUNT inquired if that motion wasin order? |) Georgia that the tellers were taking the vole on his 


reluctantly passing between them, and now re- |, 





of the Chair. He desired to know if this commit. 
tee were not entitled to the benefit of a reading of 
that bill as well as the Chair, that they might be 
able properly to decide upon it. He hoped the bill 
might be read. 

Mr. HUNT concurred in the wish that the bill 
micht be read. 

The Crier read the bill accordingly. 

Mr. COBB then asked for tellers on his appeal, 
and they were ordered. 

The tellers took the vote, and, though still re- 
taining their positions, announced that there were 
77 in the affirmative and 21 in the negative. 

| [Several voices: ** Less than a quorum.”’] 

Mr. JOHNSON called upon the tellers to report. 

Mr. EVANS said they could not be compelled 
to report. 

Mr. VINTON hoped the members in their seats 
would be required to vote. 

Mr. DUER, (one of the tellers.) We are still 
| counting. 
| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, (after a pause,) 
said, if there was nothing going on, he desired to 
make a motion. 

The CHAIRMAN said the tellers were taking 
| a vote, 

The tellers then reported 78 in the affirmative 
and 24 in the negative, being less than a quorum. 
[‘* Call the roll.’’} 
| Mr. VINTON hoped the Chair would require 
gentlemen to vote. i the roll.’’] 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, insisted on the rule 
| being carried out. 

_ Mr. VINTON insisted that gentlemen should 
_ be required to vote. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, inquired if the gentle- 
man from Ohio was in order. When there was 
no quorum present, the rule required that the roll 

should be called. He hoped that the rule would 
| be enforced. 

The CHAIRMAN said, there being no quorum 
present, the rule required that the roll should be 

called; the Clerk would therefore call the roll in 

, obedience to the rule. 

| ‘The CLERK called the roll accordingly, and 

| then the committee rose, and the Chairman reported 

‘the names of the absentees to the House, to be 

' entered on the Journal. ; 

| That duty having been discharged, the Chairman 

‘again took the chair, and the committee resumed 

| its business, a quorum being present. 

| Mr. HUNT inquired what question was before 

the committee. He hoped the question would be 

| taken on the appeal. ! 

| The CHAIRMAN stated that the question was 
on the appeal. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked to be excused 

| from voting on the appeal, and on that he called 

| for tellers. 

| Mr. COBB, of Georgia, suid the gentleman from 

| Tennessee was perfectly in order. He had a right 

to ask to be excused, and to have a vote on that 

| motion. 

| The CHAIRMAN reminded the gentleman from 
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own appeal when the committee found itself with- 
out a quorum, and that question was not yet dis- 
posed or. , - 

Mr. COBB said any gentleman had a right to 
ask to be excused from voting; and if the Chair 
decided otherwise, he should take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. ROOT rose and asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee to make a proposition. If 
any gentleman dissented from it, he would with- 


draw it. 1} 

The CHAIRMAN inquired if there was any | 
objection. 

Mr. ROOT (there being no objection) said, if | 
they could take up this bill, he, for one, should be 
willing to allow to-morrow for a full and open dis- 
cussion upon it. [Several voices: Wednesday, at 
j20’clock.] Well, he had no objection to fix 12 
o'clock on Wednesday for the termination of 
debate upon it. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, agreed. 

Mr. VINTON inquired if the five minutes’ rule || 
was to remain in force? [** Yes.”’] If so, it was | 
worthy of consideration, as two days more might 
be consumed on amendments and five minutes’ 
explanations. 

Mr. ROOT said he had made the suggestion 
without any consultation with his political friends, | 
in the hope that it would be found acceptable. 

Mr. HUNT asked the general consent to make | 
aremark. He was willing to agree to the arrange- || 
ment, with the express understanding that the bill | 
shall be reported to the House on Wednesday at 
12 o’clock. If that were not acquiesced in, he | 
agreed with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Viv- || 
ron] that they might be kept here two days with 
five minutes’ explanations of amendments. Let it 
be understood that the bill should be reported to || 
the House at 12 o’clock on Wednesday, and he | 
should be satisfied. 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, begged it to be 
understood that he was no party to such an ar- 


before the House? 1) 


The CHAIRMAN replied that it was on the | 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. COBB inquired if there was any objection | 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Ohio, | 
{Mr. Root.] For the purpose of testing the sense | 


man from Ohio, he would withdraw his appeal, 
and move that the committee rise. He did it with 
the understanding on his part, and on the part of 


| 

| 
of the committee on the proposition of the gentle- || 

} 


to-morrow morning, on going into Committee of | 


the Whole on the state of the Union, and thatthe || 


debate should close on Wednesday at 120’clock. | 

Mr. VINTON. Will the gentleman further | 
agree that the five minutes’ rule shall be suspend- | 
ed? [**Oh, no! oh, no!’’} 

Mr. COBB desired to say that there was no dis- 
position on his side of the House to consume the 
time of the committee for the purpose of delay. 
In this he believed he spoke the sentiments of the 
gentlemen around him. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called upon the commit- 
tee to proceed with its business. 

Mr. ROOT desired to say one word. He was | 
not much in the habit of consuming the time of | 
the House. To avoid such scenes as he had seen 


here, he made his proposition to the committee for || 


himself alone, and he hoped, if it should be con- 


curred in, and any gentleman was ready to — 
te 


ceed, the committee would sit, and allow the de 
to go on to-night. 

Some irregular conversation and much confusion | 
prevailed for some minutes. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired if the bill was 
before the committee, the appeal having been with- 
drawn? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that the question was 
on the motion to rise. 

_Mr. ROOT hoped no gentleman would agree to 
rise on his proposition, for he had only thrown it 
out as an individual member. 

Mr. WENTWORTH again inquired if the ap- 
peal had been peremptorily withdrawn? 

The CHAIRMAN answered in the affirmative. 

The motion to rise was then negatived. 

Mr. COBB renewed his appeal. [** Too late.’’] 

Mr. STANTON rose to a question of order. 
He wished to know if it was now in order for the 
gentleman from Georgia to appeal? 


; 
Mr. COBB replied that no business had been 





| an assurance from the other side of the House, 
1 
| 
| 
| 


done except on a mere motion to rise. He said 
his appeal was in order, and the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Jones} wished to be excused from 


voting upon it, and to have a vote by tellers there- , 


on. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, stated several rea- 
sons why the gentleman from Georgia was not in 
order, 

_ Mr. COBB briefly replied, amidst much confu- 
sion. 


The CHAIRMAN decided the appeal to be out | 


of order. 

Mr. MOREHEAD moved that the committee 
take up the bill for consideration. If the commit- 
tee would consent to take up the bill, he hoped 
they would then rise and report progress, that 
they might in the House adopt a resolution to fix 


| a time to terminate debate which would be satis- 
| factory to both sides of the House. 


Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama. There is no ob- 
jection on this side of the House. 
Mr. MOREHEAD, to test the sense of the 


committee, asked that the appeal might be with- 


drawn, that he might make the motion which he | 


had indicated. 
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IN SENATE. 
Monpay, edugust 7, 1848. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 


ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 


ment, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, showing the quantity of sugar imported 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1847; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the Secretary of State, communi- 
cating a copy of the joint report of the commis- 
sioners 6 the treaty of Washington of August 


9, 1842; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. COBB withdrew his appeal, on the sugges- | 


tion of the gentleman from Kentucky. 


Mr. DUNCAN again begged it to be understood || 


that he was no party to any such arrangement. 
Mr. VINTON said it was in the power of the 


House at any time to suspend any of its rules, | 


either perpetually or temporarily. If they debated 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. BENTON presented a petition from E. 
Fitzgerald and others, asking to be paid for their 
attendance as witnesses in the city of St. Louis 
against a certain Garret Long; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MASON presented a petition from the legal 
representatives of Robert P. Carter, asking a set- 
tlement of the accounts of Roddy Carter and Jen- 
nings, contractors for provisions during the war of 
1812; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WALKER presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin in favor of the improve- 
ment of the harbors on the western shores of Lake 
Michigan; which were laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. DOWNS presented a petition from the offi- 


| cers and men of the Louisiana volunteers, asking 


the bill for two days, he thought that would be | 


sufficient. He therefore proposed that the debate 
should continue until Wednesday, at 12 or 2 


o’clock, or at whatever time the committee should | 
|| think proper, and that the five minutes’ rule should || 
If his sugges- || 


then be suspended. [* Oh, no!’’] 
tion should be agreed to, they would then dispose 
of this bill under the old rules of the House; that 


|| is, every gentleman would have an opportunity to | 
he wi | vote on his amendment, but without debate. 
rangement. He inquired what the question was | 


| 
i] 


Mr. MOREHEAD would suggest to his friend | 


from Ohio that they could get along without 
| making any order on that subject now. 


He had || 


that there was no disposition to offer amendments || 


for the purpose of delay; and when the debate 
shall be closed, and amendments shal! be offered, 


rule could be suspended. He now moved that the 
bill be taken up. 


| been withdrawn, the bill was before the commit- 


tee. 
Mr. MOREHEAD then moved that the com- 


mittee rise and report progress; which was agreed 


terminate debate, at 12 o’clock on Wednesday, on 


tain harbors and rivers, an 
tain harbors. é \ 
Under the operation of the previous question, 


for the survey of cer- 


|| the resolution was agreed to; and— 


ee eS eens es dier General Brooke was president, and before 





to reconsider was made and laid on the table. 

Mr. CABELL offered a resolution to provide 
| that hereafter it shall not be in order for any gen- 
'tleman to make a motion to adjourn before 8 
| o’clock, p. m., and that a recess should be taken 
each day from 2 to 40’clock. Rejected. 


INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, (Mr. Casexu in the chair,) | 
and resumed the consideration of the bill No. 170, || 


making appropriations for the preservation and 
repairs of the public works upon certain harbors 
and rivers, and for the survey of certain har- 
bors. - 

And a debate arose thereon, which was contin- 
ued from this time (about six o’clock, p. m.) till 
eleven at night, which was participated in by 
Messrs. HUNT, (in explanation of the bill,) 
HOLMES of New York, MARVIN, TURNER, 


they could * sit them out,”’ he had no doubt; and, | 
\| further than that, if they found the five minutes’ 

|| rule embarrassing, surely a majority of the com- || 
|| mittee could rise, and in the House the five minutes’ | 
those around him, that this bill would be taken up || 


| to, and the committee rose and reported accord- || 
ingly 
r. MOREHEAD then moved a resolution to | 


| bill No. 170, making appropriations for the pres- || 
| ervation and repairs of the — works upon cer- | 


On motion of Mr. ROOT, the House again re- | 


indemnity for losses sustained by them in conse- 
quence of the wrecking of the vessel while on their 


|| way to the seat of war. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BENTON, from the committee on the part 
of the Senate to whom was referred the joint reso- 
lution of the House relative to the proceedings and 
debates of Congress, made a report, which was 


| ordered to be printed; and, on motion of Mr. 


HALE, one thousand extra copies were ordered. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, made adverse reports on the 
claim of Joseph Barclay and of Reuben M. Gibbs. 
Mr. JOHNSON, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on House bill for the relief 
of Levi Colmus. 
Mr. JOHNSON also, from the same committee, 


| asked that the committee be discharged from the 


farther consideration of the following petitions: 
Of Mary Ann Bronaugh, of Catharine Hoffman, 
of Priscilla Decatur Twiggs, and of Sarah A. 


|; Mackay. 


The CHAIRMAN stated, that the appeal having || 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported House bill requiring all moneys 


| receivable from customs, and from all other sources, 


to be paid immediately into the treasury, without 


abatement or deduction, and for other purposes, 


with amendments. 
Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of John 


|| Crawford; which was read twice, and referred. 


1 
| 
{i 
ti 
| 


i 


i i 








+} 
i 


The army appropriation bill was read a first and 


' second time, and referred to the Committee on Fi- 


nance. 
Mr. BENTON gave ‘notice that he would, at 
the commencement of the next session of Con- 


|| gress, ask leave to bring in a bill to release the 


members of the late court-martial whereof Briga- 


which the ex-lieutenant colonel of mounted rifles, 
J. C. Frémont, was tried, and the judge advocate, 
from their oath of secrecy, according to the pre- 
cedent set by the British House- of Commons in 
the case of Admiral Byng. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Jounson, of Maryland, was taken up and adopted: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform the Senate, at the earliest period, whether 
he has any information that any citizen or citizens of the 
United States is or are now preparing, or intending to pre- 
pare, within the United States, an expedition to revolution- 
ize by force any part of the Republic of Mexico, or to assist 
in so doing; and, if he has, what is the extent of such prep- 
aration, and whether he has or is about to take any steps to 
arrest the same. 


LANDS IN ARKANSAS. 


On motion of Mr. BORLAND, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill to grant to the State of 
Arkansas certain unsold lands subject to overflow, 
for the purpose of internal improvement, educa- 


would be best to limit the 


VINTON, and WICK; after which, the commit-"| tion, and other pospoone in said State. 
ought it 


tee rose, and the House adjourned. 


Mr. KING t 
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bill to the lands in the State of Arkansas. So far 
he was willing to go, but no further at present. 
W henever his friend from Florida would introduce || 
a bill relative to the lands in that State, he would | information ought to be before the Senate in refer- 
give ita favorable consideration. ence to the lands in other States than Arkansas. 

Mr. WESTCOTT made a reply, which was || He moved to strike out the third section, which 
inaudible, extends the provisions of the bill to other States. 

Mr. BORLAND said, as the bill was originally | Mr. FOOTE said that the state of things was 
introduced, it was limited in its provisions to the || the same in Mississippi and Louisiana as in Ar- 
overflowed lands in the State of Arkansas. Sev- || kansas. He hoped there would be no delay, as 
eral Senators, however, had suggested the propriety || no further information.could throw new light on 
of giving the bill a more extensive operation; and | the subject. 


it was solely with a view to meet the wishes of | Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, before he could 


it 


called swamp lands. 


his friends around him that he had consented to 
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j denn subject to overflow, and which could not be | 


Mr. UNDERWOOD thought more particular 


Aug. 8, 





rr 


ment, as reported, left the disputed question of 
slavery open to be renewed in the California bj] 

and it was his desire to make the language go plain 
as to preclude the reopening of this debate, 

Mr. BUTLER said, he was a passive member 
|| of the committee, intending to vote against this 
| whole section, the reasons for which he should 
|| hereafter. 
|| _Mr. NILES expressed astonishment that the 
|| Committee on the Territories should have reported 
|| an amendment which had nothing to do with the 
|| subject-matter of this bill, as it is well known that 
|| all of Oregon lies north of 36° 30’. He was ata 
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extend its operation so as to embrace the useless 
lands in the adjoining States. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, sustained the 
bill as it had been amended, and expressed a hope 
that the opposition of the Senator from Alabama 
would be withdrawn. 

Mr. FOOTE explained, that the language of the 
bill applied only to the lands known as swamp 
lands, utterly valueless to the General Govern- 
ment, and which could be reclaimed and made 
valuable by the State. 

Mr. BORLAND said, that if he thought these 
lands could ever be made worth anything to the 
United States, he would not ask for them on the 
terms named by the bill. The State would em- 
bank and reclaim the lands, and thus remove a 
fertile cause of disease, and encourage the cultiva- 
tion of the lands and the increase of population. 

Mr. WESTCOTT was of opinion, that the im- 
provements necessary to make these lands useful 
would never be made by the United States. It 
would require ten regiments of topographical en- 
gineers,and a hundred millions of money. If the 
States would take the lands on the condition of 
reclaiming the lands, the offer ought to be accept- 
ed. 

Mr. MILLER thought we had not sufficient 


information on the subject of these lands to enable | 


the Senate to act on the bill in this hasty manner, 
and at this late period of the session. It had been 
suid by the Senator from South Carolina, that a 
reneral system would be brought before Congress 
at the next session, and he thought we should wait 
for that system. 

Mr. KING said, he had no objection to a bill to 
give to the States the lands which could never be 
reclaimed by the Government, which would not go 
into a system of drainage. If the States would do 
this, it was the only way in which the lands could 
he made valuable. He did not believe that the 
everglades of Florida could ever be reclaimed by 
the State or the General Government. He would 
withdraw his opposition to the bill. 

Mr. METCALFE said he could not, as a repre- 
sentative of a State which was excluded from the 
benefit of any improvement of her rivers and har- 


bors, vote now to give away to particular States | 


the lands which were the common property of all. 
tle moved to lay the bill on the table. 

‘The question was put and negatived: ayes 16, 
noes 20). 

The yeas and nays were then ordered on the 
wasage of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, made a few re- 
marks in favor of the bill, because neither the 
means of the Government nor private capital can 
ever be applied to the reclamation of these lands. 


The measure had been long before Congress, and | to 


no one could pretend that it was sprung in the 
Senate, 

Mr. NILES opposed the bill. 
bill referred to lands subject to overflow. All bot- 
iom lands are subject to overflow, and this descrip- 
tion would emrace all the valley lands. But the 
Lill has been amended so as to extend to all lands 
which the surveyor may denominate swamp lands. 
After a wet season, it would be difficult to decide 
which are precisely swamp lands, and which were 
only temporarily overflowed. He thought such 


vote, desired to know what portion of these lands |, loss to understand the reason for such a provision 
| were now inhabited and under cultivation. A great || Was it intended to refer to some other subject 
deal of money had been expended by the Govern- | which might come up for legislation hereafter? [¢ 
ment in removing obstructions and rafts, and it || it was intended for anything, it must be to exer. 


The title of the | 


| was now proposed to give all away. He doubted 
| whether overflowed lands were entirely useless, as 
| he knew that many such lands had been reclaimed 

and made valuable by private enterprise. He 


_ would prefer that some one should be sent to sur- | 


vey these lands, that the Government should be 
able to make some estimate of their value. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, complained that 
every application from the States in which these 
lands lie had been refused. The overflow from 
| the Mississippi was sometimes ten feet, and it was 


impossible for any private enterprise to reclaim the | 


lands. The health of the country was injured by 
these inundations. 

The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed until to-morrow. 


OREGON. 

On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to establish 
the Territorial Government of Oregon. 

The bill being before the Senate as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and the question being on the 
amendments reported by the Committee on the 
Territories— 

The first amendment was the introduction of the 
following proviso to the sixth section: ** That no 
act of the Territorial Legislature shall become a 
| law until approved by the Governor.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
, the amendment by adding the words, * of the Ter- 
ritory, or, if disapproved by said Governor, until 
| specifically submitted to and approved by the Con- 


|| gress of the United States.” 
‘| The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 


| Mr. DOUGLAS explained, that the absolute 
veto power was embraced in all the Territorial 


‘|| Governments. 


Mr. HALE suggested an amendment making it 


' the duty of the Governor to transmit any bill which | 


did not become a law, to Congress, as follows: 
‘And it shall be the duty of the Governor to 
| transmit copies of any acts disapproved by him to 
Congress.”’ 
| Mr. TURNEY moved to add, * and his reasons 
| for disapproval.’’ 

Mr. HALE accepted the addition as a modifi- 
cation of his amendment, and then withdrew his 
amendment. 

The question recurred on the amendment of Mr, 
| Davis, of Mississippi; which was agreed to. 

Mr. HALE renewed his motion to amend, and 
again withdrew it. 
| The amendment, as amended, was then agreed 


Mr. HALE moved to insert his amendment in 


'| the third section, as follows: ‘And it shall be the 
| duty of said Governor, immediately after the ses- 
| sion of the Legislature, to transmit copies of any 
| acts from which he may have withheld his ap- 
| proval, together with his reasons for such disap- 
| proval.’? 


*The amendment was agreed to. 
The second amendment of the committee being 


| under consideration, as follows: At the beginning 
| of the 14th section insert: ‘* Inasmuch as the said 
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a sweeping grant, which would give away a hun- || Territory is north of the parallel of thirty-six de- 
dred millions of acres, ought not to be made in || grees and thirty minutes of north latitude, usually 
this manner, and he should oppose the bill. 1 known as the Missouri compromise”’— 

Mr. BREESE stated that the practice of the Mr. UNDERWOOD moved to strike out ‘ thir- 
surveyors, when employed in surveys, in reference || ty-six degrees and thirty minutes,’”’ and insert 
to overflowed lands, was tp give them a distinct | « forty-two;” and to strike out the words ‘*usually 
designation in their .aps and reports to the Gen- || known as the Missouri compromise.”’ 
eral Land Office, ana from these reports the de- || Mr. DOUGLAS suggested, that the better mode 
cision of the Secretary of the Treasury is made. || would be, to take the question on the;amendment 
In his State there were many acres of lands in || altogether. . 
high situations, near the sources of streams, which || Mr. UNDERWOOD thought, that the amend- 


|| cise influence over legislative action in the other 
|| Territories. He was entirely opposed to this mode 
|| of legislation. If it was a reénactment of the com. 
| promise bill, he thought it better, after our faiiure 

to legislate in that form, to leave it alone. Per. 
|| haps it was to ease off the feelings of certain Sena- 
| tors here, and to enable them to justify their votes, 
He did not wish to see anything go abroad which 
might be construed into a compromise when com- 
promise is not intended. 

Mr. DOUGLAS explained that the amendment 
was reported with the unanimous desire of the 
|! committee that no Senator’s vote on the bill should 
| be understood as committing him on the great 
| question. 

Mr. HALE said he should vote against the 
amendment, and, whatever the vote on the amend- 
ment, he should vote for the bill. But he desired it 
to be distinctly understood that he did not by such 
vote commit himself in the slightest degree as to 
his future course. 

Mr. MASON charged the language reported in 
the amendment as unintelligible. He attributed 
to the committee the design to evade the slavery 
question. He referred to the state of public opin- 
ion abroad, and to the convention about to be 
assembled at Buffalo, for the choice of a standard- 
bearer. But one god was to be worshipped there, 
and that god was power—the power to trample 
down the Constitution of the country. He referred 
to the recent decision of Virginia not to regard 
| any law of the United States which should prevent 
| her citizens from carrying their slaves into any of 
the Territories. He and his constituents were will- 
ing to be bound by the principle of the compro- 
|| mise; but it was not to be expected that they would 
|| go one single step beyond it. It would be to ex- 
pect them to submit to insult. 
| Mr. DAYTON replied to the threats held out 
| by the Senator from Virginia, that if she was to 
| be forced another step, she would proclaim nullifi- 
| cation. He repudiated for the Whig party this 
| question as the great issue to be tried at the com- 
| ing election. The questions of free soil and slavery 
were not the great questions of the Whig party. 
They constituted too narrow a ledge for that party 
'| to stand on. Nor would it be generally understood 
that this was the great issue with the Democratic 
party. As to the amendment, whatever may be 
the understanding with which it was adopted in 
|| the committee, Senators would have to stand on 
their recorded votes. He did not see how the 
|| amendment could be sustained. . 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said, that it 
being evident the bill could not be disposed of 
| to-day, he would therefore move that its further 
| consideration be postponed until to-morrow. 
| Mr. BUTLER said he had no objection to the 
| postponement, provided it did not interfere with 

Sie remarks which he was about to make. He 
|| desired to be heard on this bill before the vote was 
taken on it. 

The motion to postpone was then agreed to. 


The Senate, on motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of 
Maryland, then proceeded to the consideration of 
| Executive business, and the doors remained closed 
| until near nine o’clock, when they were reopened, 
| and 


The Senate adjourned. 














HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, August 8, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House proceed to con- 
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sider the business on the Speaker’s table. Lost, |, 28 estimate of the probable cost of keeping up a steamboat 


ferry in the place of the Potomac bridge; and that the report || 
| be made at as early a period in the next session as practicable. |) 
After some remarks by Messrs. CHAPMAN || 
and SAW YER— 


. ittee on the publication of the debates and | ‘ ; 4 
ae aes of oe |, Mr. SAWYER moved to lay the resolution on 
D > ‘ois ' 


. | r ep nke | 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion, | ee ~ ae were sone on the || 
efore being taken, Mr. Asumun withdrew the , OSG NOn: ASRS (0, BAYS U5, 

—_ ” . (| Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 


previous question, which was seconded; and, un- || 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. der the operation thereof, the resolution was agreed 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the Committee on || to, 
Public Lands, made adverse reports on the peti-| Mr. CHAPMAN, from the same committee, 
tions of John Newton, John Ambrozine, and Wy- | reported a bill supplemental to an act entitled “An | 
att Richards, and on the memorial of the General |, act to incorporate the Washington, Alexandria, 
Assembly of Florida, for a quarter section of land || and Georgetown Steam Packet Company.” Read 
on which to locate the court-house of Hillsboro’ || and committed. 
county; all which were laid on the table. | Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee || 

Also, from the same committee, a bill for the re- | on the Judiciary, to which was referred Senate bill || 
lief of William J. Price. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to autho- || between the United States and China and the Ot- 1] 
rize the State of Alabama to apply certain lands | toman Porte, giving judicial powers to ministers || 
heretofore granted to that State for internal im- || and consuls of the United States in those countries, 
wovements and for the use of schools in lieu of || reported the same back to the House without || 
the valueless 16th sections in said State. The bill || amendment. 
was read twice. Aftersome conversation between | After a brief explanation by Mr. Incersoxt, the 
Messrs. COLLAMER, WHITE, and others, the || bill was read a third time, passed, and returned to || 
bill was ordered to be engrossed, and, being en- | the Senate. || 
grossed, was read a third time and passed. | Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the same com- | 

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, from the same |) mittee, to which was referred Senate bill for giving || 
committee, to whom was referred Senate bill to || effect to certain treaty stipulations between this 
authorize the relinquishment of the 16th sections || and foreign Governments for the apprehension and 
in certain cases, and the selection of other lands || delivering up of certain offenders, reported the 


two-thirds not voting in the affirmative. 
Mr. ASHMUN moved to suspend the rules to 
enable him to make a report from the Joint Select 


| to carry into effect certain provisions in the treaties || 
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in lieu thereof, reported the same. | 
Also, House bill to pay to the State of Missouri || 

the 2 per cent. upon the proceeds of the sales of 
the public lands sold in said State, which has been |! 
reserved by the United States for the purpose of | 
constructing a road to said State, reported the same || 
back to the House; and they were laid on the | 
table. | 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the same committee, | 
made adverse ween on the petition of citizens of || 
Oregon county, Missouri, praying for a change of | 
the location of a small tract of land; of Luke Lea || 
and D. Shelton, Nathaniel J. Wyth, of the heirs | 
of John Kendrick, Charles Bulfinch, and others, | 
Hall J. Kelly, Luke Perry, and James Brownlee, 
and the citizens of Louisiana, for a grant of land. | 
Laid on the table. | 
i} 


Also, from the same committee, a bill to aid the 
State of Louisiana in reclaiming the swamp lands | 
therein. Read and committed. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the same committee, 
to which was referred Senate bill for the relief of || 
William W. Wynn, reported the same back to the |; 
House, without amendment. Laid on the table. | 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post || 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred Sen- | 
ate bill to facilitate international exchanges, re- 
ported the same back to the House, without amend- || 
ment. It was laid on the table. 





Subsequently, Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved | 
to reconsider the vote by which the bill was laid | 
on the table. | 


On motion of Mr. CHASE, that motion was | 
laid on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the committee to which | 
was referred Senate joint resolution for the relief | 
of such persons as may have incurred the disabil- | 
ity of the 28th section of the act to change the | 
organization of the Post Office Department, and | 
provide more effectually for the settlement of the 
accounts thereof, approved July 2, 1836, reported | 
the same with an amendment, 


Mr. LINCOLN moved that the resolution be } 


S upon its passage; and, after some remarks b 
essrs. LINCOLN, ROOT, and FICKLIN— 

Mr. ROOT moved that the bill be laid on the 
table. Agreed to. F 

Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to which 
was referred Senate bill for the relief of George V. 
Mitchell, reported the same back to the House 
without amendment. Committed. _ 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee for the 
sr of Columbia, reported the following reso- 
ution: 

Resolved, That the Secrteary of War be requested to cause 
a survey and examination to be made of that part of the 
Potomac river between the Long Bridge and Georgetown 
with a view to ascertain the cause of the formation of land 
on the flats along the banks of the river; and that he cause 
also an estimate to be made of the cost of repairing the Long 
Bridge ; and also of constructing a bridge across the Poto- 
mac at the aqueduct of the canal at Georgetown; and also 


| same back to the House with amendments. 


\| cussion ! Messrs. J. R. INGERSOLL, BOW- 


| The yeas and nays were taken on ordering the | 


poomages and, after some conversation between 





Mr. INGERSOLL made a brief explanation of | 
the bill; after which, the amendments were read | 
and agreed to, and the bill, as amended, was then | 
read a third time, passed, and returned to the | 
Senate. 

Mr. INGERSOLL, from the same committee, | 
to which was referred Senate bill to promote the | 
despatch of business in the Supreme Court, and to || 
repeal the second section of the act approved June || 
17, 1844, entitled ‘* An act concerning the Supreme | 
Court of the United States,’’ reported the same 
back to the House with an amendment. aaa 

The amendment was read; and, after some dis- 





LIN, THOMPSON of Mississippi, and others, 
the previous question was moved and seconded, and 
the main question ordered. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to lay the bill and amend- 
ment on the table. The yeas and nays were taken | 
on the motion, and resulted: Yeas 82, nays 84. 

The question recurring on agreeing to the amend- | 
ment, the yeas and nays were taken thereon, and | 
resulted: Yeas 76, nays 84. | 

So the amendment was rejected. 


bill to be read a third time, and resulted: Yeas 61, | 
~_ 98. 
o the bill was rejected. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the House 
| proceed to consider the business on the Speaker’s 
| table. Lost. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee | 
'on the Judiciary, to which was referred Senate 
| joint resolution in reference to the next census, | 
| reported the same back to the House with an | 
| amendment. 

Mr. I. asked to have the resolution put upon its 


| 
} 


essrs. J. R. INGERSOLL, THOMPSON of 
Mississippi, and ASHMUN, the resolution was, 
on motion of Mr. ASHMUN, committed to the 

Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
| Union. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred Senate resolution 
concerning the distribution of the statutes at large, 
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Mr. COLLAMER moved that the House pro- 
ceed to consider the business on the Speaker’s 


| table. Lost. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported bills for 


| the relief of the heirs of John Jackson; for the 


relief of the heirs of Willis Reddick; for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Colonel John H. 


|| Stone, an officer of the revolutionary war; which 


bills were severally read and committed. 
Mr. BUTLER, from the same committee, re- 


| ported bills for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
| Samuel Ransom, an officer of the revolutionary 


war, killed at Wyoming; and for the relief of 


=? 


| Moses Van Campen; which bills were read and 
| committed. 


Also, from the same committee, adverse reports 


| on the petitions of the executors of Henry Paul- 
ing, heirs of William Cherry, and the heirs of 
| Lieutenant Micah Whitmarsh. Laid on the table. 


Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 


| inhabitants of the village of Carondelet, in the 


State of Missouri. Committed. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of. the 
Creek nation of Indians. Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs were discharged from the 


| petitions of R. C, Gentry and others, Lawrence 


Taliaferro, late Indian agent at St. Peters, John 
Phagan, Joseph Chaffee, William B. Hart, as- 
signee of Alexander Anderson and others, &c. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, from the 
same committee, to which was referred Senate bill 
to compensate R. M. Johnson for the erection of 
certain buildings for the use of the Choctaw Acad- 
emy,reported the same back to the House without 
amendment. Committed. 

Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Thomas J. V. 
Owens, deceased, reported the same back to the 
House without amendment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 


| referred Senate bill for ascertaining and paying the 


California claims, reported the same back to the 
House with an amendment. Committed, 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, made an adverse report an the pe- 


|| tition of C. H. Todd. Laid on the table. 


Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was read: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to pur- 
chase, out of the contingent fund, from Mechiin & Winder, 
the publishers of the Geveral Navy Register and Compila- 
tion of all Laws relating to the Navy of the United States, 
three hundred copies of that work, at a price not exceeding 
three dollars per copy, and that the same be deposited in 
the Congressional Library, subject to the further order of 
this House. 

Mr. SCHENCK, after making a few observa- 
tions in explanation of the resolution, moved the 
previous question, which was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, of Michigan, the 
resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. GAYLE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred a joint reso- 
lution of the Senate authorizing the submission of 
certain claims to arbitration, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment; and, there- 
upon, the bill was read a third time, passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill to revive 
the act entitled “* An act to provide for the pay- 
ment of horses and other property lost or destroyed 
in the military service of the United States,’’ ap- 
proved January 18, 1837, and the acts approved 





reported the same back to the House without 
amendment. 

The resolution was then read a third time and 
passed, and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, from the same com- 





the time of holding the circuit and district courts 
in the State of Kentucky, reported the same back 
to the House without amendment. 

Thereupon, the bill was read a third time and 
passed, and returned to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. HALL, of New York, the 
Committee on the Judiciary was discharged from 
the petition of Wyatt Eppes. Laid on the table. 


| 
mittee, to which was referred Senate bill to change 





October 14, 1837, and August 23, 1842, and the 
last proviso of theact of March 3, 1843, amendatory 
of the same, reported the same back to the House 
without amendment. Laid on the table. 

Mr. BURT, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, moved a suspension of 
the rules for the purpose of enabling him to move 
to discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from the consideration of Senate 
bill relating to the payment of the fourth regiment 
of Vermont militia. Lost, two-thirds not voting 
in favor thereof. é 

Mr. MARSH, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the repre- 
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sentatives of John M. Baker. Read and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. 8S. LAWRENCE, the Com- || 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged 
from the consideration of the petitions of John 
Rose, Adam Harper, and Mary Segar, widow of 


Peter Segar. Laid on the table. 

Mr. HAMMONS moved a suspension of the | 
rules, for the purpose of enabling him to move to | 
discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
bill to change the time of holding the terms of the 
circuit court of the United States in the district 
of Maine. Lost, two-thirds not voting in favor 
thereof. 

Mr. FRIES, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reports on the petitions of 

tobert and Elenry Blow, Silas Chatfield, James 
M. French, John Harrigan, and John Forrest. 
Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, to which was referred the House 
bil! to authorize the payment of invalid pensions 
in certain cases, was discharged from the further 
consideration of the same; and it was laid on the 
table, 

Mr. FULTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Horatio Fitch. Read 
and committed, 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, the Committee of 
the Whole were discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill of the Senate for the relief of 
Dav ul N. Smith. 

The bill was then read a third time, passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. VENABLE, the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions were discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petitions of Samuel J. 
Smith, of New York, William Wallace, Sally S. 
Crocker, and Charles Wilson; and they were laid | 
on the table. 

Mr. W.T. LAWRENCE, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of William Lynch. Read and committed. 

On motion of Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of 
James Charles, John H. Goolsby, and nineteen 
others, and of Benjamin P. Smith; and they were || 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, the || 
Committee of the Whole were discharged from 
the further consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Catharine Clark. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and, 
being engrossed, was read a third time, passed, 
and sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. NESS, the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions were discharged from the further 
consideration of the petiuons of Robert Rose, Jesse 
Rose, Aaron H. Hoyt, Joseph M. Rhea, Joshua 
Russell, Benjamin Watson, William Murray, and 
Mrs. C. H. Johnston. Laid on the table. 

Mr. VENABLE, by direction of the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole from the further consideration 
of the bill for the relief of Joseph D. Ward. Lost, 
two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. Lost. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the House || 
proceed to consider the business on the Speaker’s | 
table. Lost. 

Mr. DUER, from the Committee on Foreign 
Afiairs, to which was referred Senate bill for the 
relief of the personal representatives of William 
A. Slueum, deceased, reported the same back to 
the House with amendments. Committed. | 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals, to which was referred the bill to sur- 
render to the State of Indiana the Cumberland road 
in said State, reported the same back to the House 
without amendment. 

Mr SMITH, of Indiana, made a few brief re- || 
marks in urgent advocacy of the bill. 1] 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, then moved | 
the previous question; which was seconded, and, | 
under the operation thereof, the bill was read a | 
third time, passed, and sent to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, the Committee 
on Roads and Canals were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of the Legis- 
latures of Tennessee and Pennsylvania, and of 
sundry petitions on the subject of a railroad from | 


| ported a joint resolution in relation to the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. Laid on the 


| table. 
Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, from the same commit- 


tee, reported a bill making an appropriation for | 


surveying and opening a road from the Falls of 
St. Croix to La Pointe, on Lake Superior. Read 
and committed, 


Mr. CUMMINS, from the Committee on In- || 


| valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
Lebecca Freeman. Read and committed. 


On motion of Mr. CUMMINS, the Committee 


on Invalid Pensions were discharged from the pe- 


titions of Abigail Williams, Isaiah Williams, Let- | 


tis Pond, Squire Ferris, Abigail Hamilton, Nancy 
Byrd, and Robert Al'ison; and they were laid on 
the table. 


On motion of Mr. DONNELL, the Committee 


on Revolutionary Pensions were discharged from 
the petitions of Nathaniel Bailey, Catherine Wil- 
son, Solsbery Wheeler, heirs of James Taylor; 
Elizabeth Simpson, Ann Spencer, John T. Par- 
rish, administrator; Lemuel P. Montgomery, Wil- 
liam Sedford, Mrs. Sally Ketchum, Josiah ii 

Lucretia and Mercy Demmon, Henry Bardan, 
Henry Haines, and Esther Fish, widow of John 
Ladd, &c.; and they were laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, the Committee | 
on the Judiciary was discharged from the petitions | 


of Morris Fosdick and Robert Graham. Laid on 


| the table. 


Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which was referred Senate bills for the relief of 


Oliver C. Harris, reported the same back to the || 


House without amendment. 


The bill was thereupon read a third time and | 


passed, and returned to the Senate. 


Also, from the same committee, a bill for the | 
| relief of Ross Winans. 


Read and committed. 


Mr. PALFREY, from the Committee on the | 
Library, reported a joint resolution to authorize | 
, the purchase of Catlin’s gallery of pictures of North 


American Indians. Read and committed. 


Mr. PRESTON, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred the resolution of the House of |! 


March 13, 1848, relative to the Smithsonian Insti- 


| tution, reported the following resolutions, which | 


were read and agreed to: 


Resolred, That it is inexpedient to change and modify the || 


act establishing the Smithsonian Institution in the manner 
proposed in said resolution. 
Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the fur- 


ther consideration of said resoiution, and that it be laid upon 
the table. 


Mr. MURPHY, from the same committee, re- 


of the documents, &c., of Congress, and to the 


Library of Congress; which resolution was read |; 


three times, passed, and sent to the Senate. 


Mr. ASHMUN, from the joint select committee | 


on the subject of publishing the proceedings and the 
debates of each House of Congress, reported the 


| following resoluuon: 


Resolved, That, in order to secure a more full, impartial, 
aud prompt publication of the proceedings and debates of 
this House, the Clerk be authorized and directed to enter 


| inte a contract, to take effect from this day, and to continue | 


until otherwise ordered by the House, with the proprietors 
of the two daily papers in this city, the National Intelligencer 
and Union, for the daily publication in each paper of the 


| proceedings and debates of the House, and for the early 


subsequent publication of such speeches as members may 
choose to revise and write out at full length, for which the 
Clerk shall make weekly payment out of the contingent fund 
at the rate of 87 50 acolumn of breviertvpe: Provided, That 
the proceedings and current debate shall be transferred to the 


|| country edition of said papers, and one copy of each of said 
| daily papers shall be furnished to each member during the | 


sessions of Congress, without additional charge. 


Some debate followed, in which Messrs. ASH- 
MUN, COBB, and ROOT participated. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the | 


previous question; which was seconded. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to | 


lay the resolution on the table; which was rejected: 
Yeas 83, nays 85. 


An amendment moved by Mr. COBB, of Geor- | 


gia, striking out that portion of the resolution 


which provides that it should take effect from this | 


day, and also striking out the provision for revised 


speeches, was then agreed to; and the question | 
being taken on agreeing to the resolution as thus 


amended, it was decided in the negative: Yeas 80, 


nays So. 


So the resolution was rejected. 
Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 


| mittee on Rules, reported a resolution to rescind 


for the residue of the session the rule allowing to 


obbs, | 


rinting |! 
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any member moving an amendment in Committee 
of the Whole, five minutes to explain the amend- 
ment after the debate has been closed. 
Mr. SMITH moved the previous question. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved to lay the reso. 
lution on the table. The yeas and nays were taken 
on the motion, and resulted: Yeas 72, nays 99, 
The House refusing to lay the resolution on the 
| table— ‘ 
The previous question was seconded, and, under 
the operation thereof, the resolution was agreed to- 
and a motion to reconsider the same was made 
and was laid on the table. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 


On motion of Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. CaBELL, of 
Florida, in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill making appropriations for the 
preservation and repairs of the public works upon 
certain harbors and rivers, and for the survey of 
certain harbors. 

Mr. HUNT made some explanations in relation 
to the bill, and proposed an amendment, adding 
sundry other items of improvement; after which, a 
debate on general politics commenced, and was 
participated in by Messrs. DICKINSON, PUT- 
NAM, PILLSBURY, HUDSON, KAUFMAN, 
ROCKWELL of Connecticut, MULLIN, FICK- 
LIN, and JOHNSON of Tennessee, who con- 
cluded his remarks at half past eleven o’clock. 

Mr. OUTLAW then obtained the floor. 


And the committee rose, and the House ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, August 8, 1848. 


The following messages were received from the 

President of the United States: 
To the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the United States : 

[t affords me satisfaction to communicate herewith, for 
the information of Congress, copies of a decree adopted by 
the National Assembly of France, in response to the resolu- 
tion of the Congress of the United States, passed on the 13th 
April last, tendering the congratulations of the American to 
the French people upon the success of their recent efforts to 
consolidate the principles of liberty in a republican form of 


Government. JAMES K. POLK. 
WASHINGTON, oJugust 8, 1848. 


FRENCH REPUBLIC. 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity! 
NaTionaL ASSEMBLY. 

The National Assem)ly has unanimously adopted the de- 
cree of the following tenor: 

Articte 1. In the name of the French people, the Na- 
|| tional Assembly, profoundly touched by the sentiments 
|| which dictated the resolution of the Congress of the United 

States, on the 13th April, offers to the American people the 

thanks of the Republic and the expression of its fraternal 
| amity. 

ArricLe 2. The Commissioner of Executive power is 
charged to transmit the present decree to the French lega- 
tion at Washington, with the order to present it to the Amer- 
ican Government. 

Decreed, after deliberation in public session at Paris, on 
the 25th May, 1848. 

Signed by the President and Secretaries, Buchez Peupin, 
Leon Robert, F. De George, T. Lacrosse, Emile Péan, Ed- 
|| mund Lafayette. 
| A true copy for transmission : 
The President and Secretaries. 


2 


Signed: Marie, F. Bé- 

rard, Emile Péan, Edmund Lafayette, L. Kobert des Ar- 
dennes. 

| The Minister of Foreign Affairs: JuLes BasTIDE. 

| 


On motion of Mr. ALLEN, it was ordered that 
| the foregoing message and decree be entered on 
| the Journal. 
|| Zo the Senate of the United States : 
{| In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 7th instant, 
requesting the President to inform that body “ whether he 
‘ has any information that any citizen or citizens of the Uni- 
* ted States is or are now preparing, or intending to prepare, 
| § within the United States, an expedition to revolutionize 
‘by force any part of the Republic of Mexico, or to assist 
‘in so doing; and, if he has, what is the extent of such pre- 
|| § paration, and whether he has or is about to take any steps 
‘to arrest the same,’’ I have to state that the Executive is 
not in possession of any information of the character called 
| for by the resojution. : 
The late treaty of peace with Mexico has been and will be 
|| faithfully observed on our part. JAMES K. POLK. 


| WasutneTton, August 8, 1848. 


i] MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
|| ate two memorials of the Legislature of Wiscon- 
| sin, praying the construction of a road from Prairie 
| du Chien to the falls of St. Croix; which was re- 
‘| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
\\ Post Roads. 
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f, Sibbald, asking that his claims may be adjusted | 
yonder the direction of the Secretary of the ‘Treas- | 
ury; which was referred to the Committee on 
Ciaims. | 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a memorial from | 
merchants and other citizens of Charleston, asking 
shat the great southern mail may be restored to its 
jrectroute; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on Fi- 
pance, reported House bill for the relief of David | 
Thomas, of Philadelphia, without amendment. | 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of | 


_in 


Me. MASON presented the memorial of Charles | 





river, with the town of Hannibal, on the Missis- 
Sippi river. 

Mr. KING hoped the Senator from Missouri 
would not persist in the amendment, and protested 
against having his bill loaded down with extraneous 
matters, which would be almost sure to defeat it in | 
the House. If the bill was a good one, let it pass; 
if bad, reject it. It was very important to the South 
that it should pass. 


the amendment would have a tendency to load 
down the bill. On the contrary, he regarded ita 
safe and healthful prop; and he thought the Sen- 
ator from Alabama should be pleased with such a 


| 
} Mr. BENTON was very far from believing that 
| 


|; union, which was like marrying his daughter to a 


sound and vigorous young man, who would bea 


Claims, made an adverse report on House bill for |, prop to the house. 


the relief of the legal representatives of Amelia | 


Mr. ALLEN moved an amendment providing 


Brereton. |, for the carrying of the mail, which was accepted 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, asked that the 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the petition of Villeneuve le Blanc, and 
that the petitioner have leave to withdraw his pa- | 


ers. 
: Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Pen- | 
sions, asked that the committee be discharged from | 


ihe further consideration of the following memo- |) jt doubtful whether the public lands would be en- | 


rials; Of Eliza A. Mellon, of E. P. Hastings, of 


to the claim of John Ellis. 


| 


as a modification of the amendment. 
Mr. BUTLER was sorry he could not give his 
| Support to the bill or its amendments in the pres- 
ent form. He would wish to know the amount of 
the lands which wold be thus given away. He 
referred to the various clauses in the Constitution 


from which the power to give away the public | 


lands was derived by different persons. He thought 


| hanced in value, or the sales of them facilitated 


Candace Munn; also, from the documents relating || by these constant surrenders. He would prefer 


The amendment of the House of Representatives | 
io the joint resolution giving certain pieces of brass 
canon to the Jackson Monument Society, was 


ken up and concurred in. . | appropriations of the public lands was beneficial | 
On motion of Mr. MASON, the bill to change || jn ; 


the times of holding the district court of the Uni- 
ed States for the western district of Virginia, was 
ken up, considered, and passed. 


| that the Constitution should be amended to suit 
the purpose of all, than that this policy should go 
on. 

Mr. CALHOUN thought the policy of these 


in increasing the value of the public domain. As 
to internal improvement, he denied in toto the pow- 
er of the General Government to carry it on. 





The following resolution of the Select Commit- 


~ 


C 


tages which would result to the United States, as 


te, in relation to reporting the proceedings of || well as to the States in which the roads were pro- 
ongress, came up for consideration: 


posed to be located, from these donations of the 


Resolved, That, in order to secure a more full, impartial, i] public lands, by the facilities which would be 


and prompt publicatiion of the proceedings and debates of 
the Senate, the Secretary of the Senate be, and he hereby is, 
authorized and directed to enter into a contract, to take 
effect from this day, with the proprietors of each of the 
daily papers in this city, the National Intelligencer and the 
Union, and to continue until otherwise ordered hy the Sen- 
ate, for the daily putfication, in each paper, of all the debates 
and proceedings of the Senate, and for the early subsequent 
publication of such speeches as members may choose more 
carefully to revise and write out at full length, for which the 
Secretary is authorized to make weekly payment at the 
rate of seven dollars and fifty cents for a column of brevier 
type: Provided, 'Mhat the proceedings and eurrent debates 
be transferred to the country edition of said papers, and one 
copy of the daily edition of each paper shall be furnished 
toeach member during the session without additional charge. 


Mr. WESTCOTT, for the purpose of waiting 
the action of the House on the subject, moved to 
lay the resolution on the table for the present; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to take up his motion 
to reconsider the vote on the third reading of the 
bill for the relief of John Devlin, and the motion 
to reconsider was decided in the negative. 


On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 

Resolved, That the Seeretary.of War be instructed to fur- 
nish, at the next session of Congress, a general map fiom the 
reconnoissanees and surveys of Topographical Engineers, 
showing the Operation of the army of the United States in 
Texas and the adjacent Mexican territory on the Rio Grande, 
ty be accompanied with the astronomical observations and 
descriptive and military memoirs of the country traversed by 
the troops of the United States. 

Mr. D. briefly explained, that the country re- 
ferred to in the resolution had been very little 
explored, and that we knew nothing about it. The 
map and memoirs would be invaluable for future 
Operations. 


On motion of Mr. BELL, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate copies of the repert of the Superin- 
tendent of Indian Affairs of St. Louis, in relation to the dif- 
feulties wifich took place last fall at the payment of the Sacs 
ind Fox annuities, together with all the accompanying tes- 
Umony and papers, and any proceedings which the depart- 
ment may have taken in reference thereto. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill granting to the State 
of Alabama the right of way and a donation of 
public lands for making a railroad from Mobile to 
the mouth of the Ohio river. And the bill having 
been read— 

Mr. BENTON moved toamend the bill by adding 
& grant to the State of Missouri of the right of way 
and a donation of land for making a railroad con- 
hecting the town of St. Joseph, on the Missouri 


|| given to the transportation of materials for the 
|| navy-yards, and for the transportation of stores 
| and troops. 

|| Mr. BOTLER objected to the precedent. The 


\| Senator from lilinois [Mr. Breese} had recently 


|| offered a resolution to give all the public lands in 


|| that State for public improvements, — 
|| Mr. BREBSE said, his resolution embraced 
|| only ten miles on both sides the Illinois river. 


for now, why not ask for twenty, thirty, or sixty 
| miles. ‘The principle would be the same. 
| Mr. CALHOUN made a brief reply. 


|| and the lands were to be given away because they 

were of no use while in the hands of the General 

Government, he desired to see a national bill, a bill 
ona magnificent scale. He would, therefore, move 
| to amend the bill by inserting the bill which he 
| had reported a short time since, granting lands to 
| Asa Whitney, for making a railroad trom Lake 
| Michigan to the Pacific. ‘Ihis would test the sense 





| of the Senate as to the propriety of carrying out the || 


principle. 
| 


Mr. BORLAND made a few remarks in favor | 


|| of the bill. 

| Mr. TURNEY would not vote for the bill, but 
| he would vote for every amendment which should 
| be offered. He wished to test the opinions of Sen- 
| ators who professed to be hostile to a general sys- 
| tem of internal improvement, by seeing all these 
| Separate bills embraced in one bill, which would 
| thus make the bill general in its effect, and bring- 
| ing those Senators to a vote on such a bill, Ac- 
| cording to his reading of the Constitution, this ag- 
| 


tute a general system of internal improvement. He 
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Mr. WESTCOTT took a view of the advan- | 


Mr. BUTLER. Well, if ten miles was asked | 


| Mr. NILES said, if this policy was to prevail, | 


gregation of separate & ppnerennene would consti- | 
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support of what he had before said. As to the 
last argument of the Senator from lilinois, the fix- 
ing of the price of the alternate sections at twice 
the minimum rate, he attached no great weight to 
it, regarding this increase of price as more likely 
to benefit the railroad companies than the Govern- 
ment. The companies would prevent any sales 
by the Government by putting their own sections 
ata somewhat lower rate, 

Mr. BREESE rejoined very briefly. 

Mr. DOUGLAS said he did not wish to throw 
any difficulty in the way of this measure. On the 
contrary, he expected to vote for it. Butas chair- 
man of the committee which had been charged with 
the Oregon bill, he felt bound, if the discussion was 
to proceed, to move its postponement. 

Mr. KING expressed a hope that the vote would 
be taken on the bill, which had already been once 
postponed. 

The several amendments were adopted, and the 
bill was reported to the Senate, Mr. Nires having 
withdrawn his amendment. The question on the 
engrossment was then taken by yeas and nays, 
and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, 
Berrien, Borland, Breese, Calhoun, Cameron, Corwin, 
Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Dodge, Douglas, Downs, 
Fetch, Fitzgerald, Foote, Greene, Hannegan, Houston, 
Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, King, Lewis, 
Mangum, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, 
Walker, Webster, and Westeott—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bradbury, Bright, Butler, Clarke, Dick- 
inson, Dix, Hunter, Johnson of Georgia, Mason, Metcalfe, 
Niles, Pearce, Turney, Upham, and Yulee—15. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS rose to call the special order, 

| when— 

On motion of Mr, JOHNSON, of Maryland, the 
Senate (at 10 minutes past 12) proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business. 

At three o’clock, the doors were reopened. 

On motion of Mr. BALDWIN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill for the relief 
of Gustavus Dorr. 

This bill involved a case of some interest. Mr, 
| Dorr originally belonged to the army, and was 
|, ordered to his post, which order he never obeyed, 
/ and was in consequence stricken from the rolls. 

Subsequently, it was discovered that the disobedi- 

ence was occasioned by insanity, and that he is 
| now in an insane asylum. The object of the bill 

was to grant him a pension for his maintenance. 

The bill was severally advocated by Messrs. 
BALDWIN, DAVIS of Miaslecippi, BRADBU- 

_ RY, and others, and was passed without a dissent- 
|| ing voice. 

On motion of Mr. DOWNS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill for the relief of the Red 
River Railroad Company. 

The object of this bill is to remit certain duties 
on railroad iron. 

Mr. HAMLIN regarded it as objectionable, and 
asked the privilege of having the yeas and nays 
on the bill; which were ordered. 

The question was taken on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed, and decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 
|| _YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Breese, 
Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Day- 
ton, Dodge, Downs, Felch, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hunter, 
{| Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of 
|| Georgia, King, Mason, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Spruance, Tur- 
|| ney, Underwood, Upbam, Walker, and Westcott—30. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Bradbury, Dickinson, Dix, and Ham- 
| lin—4. 

‘| On motion of Mr. BRADBURY, the Senate 
| proceeded to consider House bill for the relief of 
'| Samuel Cony; and after a brief debate—in which 
| Messrs. BRADBURY, FELCH, and others advo- 
| cated the bill, and Mr. KING opposed it, on the 
|| ground that it would be throwing open too wide 


| the doors of the Pension Office to grant a pension 


desired to see what was the true construction put || 0" the proof addueed—the bill was then read a 


Mr. BREESE explained his view of the consti- | 


third time, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. DAYTON, the Senate pro- 


ti 
i} 


| 
| on these measures by Democratic Senators. 


tutional power of Congress to make internal im- || ceeded to consider the bill in relation to the terms 
provements, which he totally denied, But he main- || of the circuit and district courts of the United 
tained that the Government hada right to put the || States in and for the district of New Jersey; and, 


public domain in a condition to be most beneficial || after a brief explanation by Mr. D., the bill was 





to the public; and this was done by donations of i read a third time, and passed. 
lands, and thus increasing the value of the residue. || On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, the 
| These donations to States were in fact no dona-| Senate proceeded to consider the act for dividin 
| tions, because only alternate sections are granted, | the State of Georgia into two judicial districts, an 
| and those reserved are put at $250 peracre, which | organizing and establishing an additional district 
| is twice the price fixed asa minimum. | court of the United States, with circuit-court pow- 
Mr. TURNEY made a reply in explanation and || ers and jurisdiction. 
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After a few words from Messrs. DAYTON, | 


ame - _~ . = 


WESTCOTT, BERRIEN, KING, and JOHN- 
SON of Georgia, the bill was read a third time, 
and passed. 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, the Senate took 
up the bill from the House for the relief of F. M. 
Holton. 

Mr. KING called for explanations; which Mr. 
BADGER eave, and the bill was then read a third 
time, and passed. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved a || twenty miles, to get back to within si 


| suspension of the rules to enable him to offer the | 


following resolution: 
Resolved, That private bills from the Senate shall be the || 


| special order for Friday next, and those bills to which there || 


| shall be no objection shall be first considered. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Roads, reported House bill to 
establish certain post routes, with sundry amend- 
ments. 

Mr. N. 
the amendments, and the prompt passage of the 
bail. 

Mr. KING thought the bill too important for 
any such hasty action, and contended that the 
amendments should be printed. 


urced the immediate consideration of 


Mr, NILES yielded the point reluctantly, it be- 
ing agreed that the bill should be taken up at 11 | 
o'clock to-morrow morning; and then the Senate | 
took a recess from a quarter-past 4 to half-past 5. | 


NIGHT SESSION, 

The Senate proceeded to consider House bill 
authorizing the State of Alabama to apply certain 
lands heretofore granted to the State for internal 
improvements and use of schools in the valueless 
sections in said State; which, after having been 
engrossed, was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate 
proceeded to consider Senate bill to provide for 
carrying into effect the Sth article of the treaty be- 
tween the United States and the Mexican Repub- 
lic, for the establishment of the boundary line be- 
tween them which was ordered to be engrossed, 
and was subsequently read a third time, and passed. 

The bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Mun- 
roe was considered in Committee of the Whole, 
and, on motion of Mr. BREESE, was laid on the 
table, 

Senate bill for the relief of George Center was 


considered in Committee of the Whole, and, after | 


some debate— 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the question of engrossment, and the vote stood as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Cameron, Clarke, 
Corwin, Dodge, Downs, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of 
Maryland, King, Mason, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Sebastian, 
Westcott, and Yulee—19. 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Atchison, Bradbury, Breese, 
Bright, Dickinson, Dix, Felch, Johnson of Georgia, Phelps, 
Spruance, Turney, Underwood, and Upham—14,. 


The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Terri- 
tories, reported the bill to establish the ‘Territorial 
Government of Minesota, with amendments. 


On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion requiring the Commissioner of Patents to re- 
port annually upon the prices of labor and the 
productions of agriculture and manufactures. 

After considerable debate, in which Messrs. 


ALLEN, JOHNSON of Maryland, UNDER. | 


WOOD, and others participated, the resolution 
was laid on the table: 

VYEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Breese, Butler, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Downs, Feich, Foote, Hunter, 
Johnson of Georgia, King, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Phelps, 
Sebastian, Turney, and Westcott—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Berrien, Cameron, 
Clarke, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Greene, Houston, 


Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Met- | 


calle, Miller, Pearce, Spruance, and Underwood—l7. 
And then, at 9 o’clock, the Senate adjourned. 
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_ bill, for the opening a communication between 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


Mr. McCLELLAND stated that he desired the 


unanimous consent of the House to enable him to | 


offer a resolution, to which he knew no objection 


would be made when he stated it was done at the | 


instance of Colonel Riley, one of the most distin- 
guished officers of the old army. No one object- 
ing, he offered the following resolution, which was 
read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to | 


transmit to this House a copy of the proceedings of a court | 


of inquiry convened atthe city of Puebia, in Mexico, in July, 


1817, at the instance of Colonel Bennet Riley, of the infantry, | 


of which Major General Pillow was President. 


presented its paramount importance and claim to | 
appropriation, not only for the benefit of the entire | 


The yeas and nays were taken on suspending | 
the rules, and resulted: Yeas 85, nays 75. Lost, || 
two-thirds not voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved a sus- 
vension of the rules to enable him to offer the fol- 
anaes resolution; 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives | 


| be instructed to pay to Master James Moor, out of the con- 


| to suspend the rules, and resulted, yeas 93, nays | 
| 52. Lost, two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 


tingent fund of the House, the same compensation that has 
been paid to other pages, he having acted as page during the || 
present session of Congress. | 

The question was put, and the rules were sus- || 
pended, two-thirds voting in favor thereof. 

‘The resolution was then received, and, under 
the operation of the previous question, agreed to, 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved a 
suspension of the rules to enable him to offer the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘What the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be directed to pay, out of the contingent fund of the House, 
to each of the laborers employed in the Capitol grounds the 
same extra compensation which is paid to the laborers cm- 
ployed in the Capitol. 

The question being put, it was decided in the 
negative, two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to suspend 
the rules to enable him to offer the following reso- | 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms, Doorkeeper, Post- 
master, and Chaplain of this House be paid the usual extra 
compensation, Out of the contingent fund of this House. 

‘I'he yeas and nays were taken on the motion 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

On motion of Mr. HUNT, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, (Mr. Case t, of Florida, in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making 








| appropriations for the preservation and repairs of | 
| the public works upon certain harbors and rivers, | 
; and for the survey of certain harbors. 


| WELL, of Connecticut, last evening; and a conver- 
/necticut, C. J. INGERSOLL, and PALFREY, 
PALFREY, (speaking by the courtesy of Mr. 


/in oppesiuon to, the proprosed appropriation for 


‘these and larger appropriations at these points |} 


_ tory of the general positions taken by Mr. Kock- 
| 


| 
Mr. OUTLAW was entitled to the floor, and || 
yielded tor a few moments to— | 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, who further ex- 
plained his views of the Kenaied case, confirma- 


sation occurred relative to the same question, in 
which Messrs. EVANS, ROCKWELL of Con- 


participated. 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, and Mr. 


OurLaw,) subsequently briefly expressed their 
views: the former in advocacy of, and the latter 


the Amistad negroes. 

Mr. ROO'T’ (speaking in like manner) recalled 
the attentuuon of the committee to the bill under 
considerauon, and briefly presented the importance 
of the proposed appropriations for Vermillion and 
Huron rivers and Sandusky harbor, stating that 


| 





had been recommended by the chief of the proper | 
bureau in the War Department, and that the same | 


_otlicer had recommended, in every instance, at 
| least double, and sometimes treble, the amount of 


appropriauions proposed by the various items of | 
thas bull. 

Mr. OUTLAW gave notice of an appropriation, | 
which he should move at the proper stage of the || 





Albemarle Sound and the Atlanuc Ocean, and 


work, important to the commerce of the whole || 
country. He represented, that by a change which || 
had been going on since Walter Raleigh first landed | 
on the coast of North Carolina, and which had 


section of country adjacent, but as a great national } 


been produced by natural causes, the channel at 
_ the mouth of the Albemarle had been diverted from 


its direct course to the ocean, and it now tooka 
southerly direction into Pamlico Sound, and dis- 
charged itself into the Ocracock channel, so that || 
vessels bound out of that sound to the north were || 
obliged to go south sixty miles into the Ocracock, 


_ nounced perfectly practicable. 
| other considerations recommending this as a na- 
|| tonal work, especially its value as a safe harbor 


|| the course of his remarks to— 
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point which they first left; and this fea 
around Cape Hatteras, which was well known to 
be the most dangerous point along the Atlantic 
coast. The commerce of the adjacent countr , 
which sought an outlet by that sound amountel 
to something like $5,000,000 annually, and paid in 
consequence of this obstructed and dangerous nay. 
igation for lighterage alone more than $100,000 an- 
nually, and for increased insurance and additional 
freight something like $375,000 annually. The 
Legislature of North Carolina had instructed her 
Senators and requested her Representatives to vote 
for an appropriation to open this channel; the work 
had Ween surveyed by distinguished engineers 
both under the authority of the War Department 
and of the State of North Carolina, and was pro. 
He urged various 


for our navy in time of war, and warmly urged 
the justice of the appropriation. He yielded jn 


Mr. BROWN, of Pennsylvania, who responded 


_ to all which had been said respecting the great gen- 
| eral importance of the work, and said, if there was 
| any work on our whole coast from Maine to New 
| Orleans which was one of high national character, 


and deserved appropriations for the object named, 
this was such a work. 

Mr. PALFREY, during the few remaining mo- 
ments allotted to debate, further opposed the ap- 
propriation asked for the payment for the Amistad 
negroes, and denounced as felons those to whom 
it was proposed to be made. 

Mr. HUNT then availed himself of the privi- 
lege afforded by the rules to address the committee 
for an hour in explanation of the bill under con- 
sideration; but he first yielded the floor for a mo- 
ment, that— 

Mr. VENABLE might say, that in deference 
to the request of the Legislature of North Caro- 
lina, he should vote in committee for the amend- 
ment of his friend and colleague [Mr. Ovttaw] 
for the appropriation for the improvementof Nag’s 
Head, on the coast of that State. He feared, 
however, that the bill, as digested and matured in 
committee, would be such as to make it his duty 
to vote against it. 

Mr. HUNT then proceeded to explain the char- 
acter of the bill, which he said was entitled to the 
serious attention of the House and of Congress. 
At this late hour of the session he should not enter 
into an argument to establish the constitutional 
power of this Government to make appropriations 
for harbors and rivers, for it appeared to him to 
be unnecessary. The power had been exercised 
by this Government from the first Congress under 
the Constitution, in 1789, to erect light-houses, 
and to do other things for the protection of com- 
merce. Every Congress had passed bills to make 
and to protect public works, as broadly as this 
under consideration; and the present House had 
declared by a solemn vote of more than two to 
one that this Government has this power, and 
therefore it would be trifling with the House to 
argue in favor of that which was self-evident. 
There were a large portion of the people of this 
Union interested in the prosecution of these works, 
and their necessity was as apparent as the duty of 
the Government to make such appropriations. 

He next proceeded to show that the Executive, 
with his message sent to Congress at the first ses- 
sion of the 29th Congress, sent in estimates and 
reports from the Topographical department, 4c- 
companied by a communication from the Secreta 
of War, which not only recommended different 
works of improvement, but furnished an argument 
to show the importance and necessity of making 
them. The President did not deny the right to 
make them, but committed himself to their appro- 
val. The appropriations for this purpose were 
recommended as warmly as those for the army 
and navy, or any other branch of the public ser- 
vice. And the estimates of the officers of this Gov- 
ernment, which the President submitted to Con- 
gress with his warm commendation, exceeded a 
million of dollars, while the appropriations pro- 

osed to be made by this bill did not amount to 
alfthatsum. He read the items of the bill to 
show the character of the works themselves, and 
the claims which they had on this Government. 


| But, in addition to these, there would be one or 


and then sixty miles back, making one hundred and |) two other items submitted as amendments, with 
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the intention of submitting them singly to the || 
House for its consideration, which to some gen- || 
tiemen would be more satisfactory than to mix | 
them up with the general appropriations. Of this | 
character were the Mississippi river and Buffalo 
harbor, for each of which a separate bill had been 
repared; but they would be submitted to the | 
aiention of the committee as separate items or 
amendments to this bill, It must be evident to || 
every one, that at this late day, appropriations for || 
these two objects must be made in the general ap- 
ropriation bill, or not at all; and he should move 
to put them in, and in this respect make the bill | 
resemble that of the last Congress. He should do | 
this not only because he considered it judicious, 
but because it would afford some hope of success 
if they were all put together. 
House the whole amount to be appropriated, and 
present at one view the obligations which they 
were taking upou themselves. He knew it was 
objected that such a course gave an opportunity 
for combinations; but, in justice and fairness to 
the members of the House, he would submit to 
the intelligence of the country if it was proper to 
make isolated appropriations for some sections, 
and omit others that were equally meritorious. 

Mr. SAWYER wished to be informed of the 
true position of this bill, that it might be known 
tothe country. He wished to know if the amount 
which it was proposed to appropriate for the pur- 
poses specified in this bill had been embraced in 
the estimates from the Executive Departments. In 
the estimates for the present fiscal year he was not 
aware that there was a single dollar asked for these 
purposes. 

Mr. HUNT said the gentleman was correct. 
He had not said that at the present Congress there 
were any estimates for these works, but they were 
sent in by the present Executive at the opening of 
the last Congress. 

Mr. SAW YER desired to learn from the gentle- 
man from New York where he was going to find 
the money to do the works specified in this bill, 
and those to be provided for by amendments to be 
offered, which he had no doubt would increase the 
amount to be appropriated by this bill from the 
sum of $400,000 to twice that amount? He asked 
if the House would make these appropriations, 
which had not been recommended by the Secre- 
tary of War, without knowing that there was 
money enough to pay for them? The gentleman 
should remember that we were largely involved in 
debt, and it was therefore bad policy to make such 
appropriations under the circumstances, 

Mr. HUNT replied that he intended to come to 
that, but first he would say a few words on the 
subject of these improvements, and the course of 
the President in relation to them. After leading 
them to suppose that he was in favor of the policy 
on which this bill was based, the President refused 
to give his sanction to it; and he therefore refused 
to concur in the action of every administration 
from the commencement of the Government, not 
even excepting that of General Jackson and Mr. 
Van Buren, under the former of whom many of 
these works had been commenced. 

He went on to show what had been done by 
Congress when the President vetoed the first river 
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result in the further increase of our commerce, 
and consequently in an increase of our means to 
meet these engagements. It was true, we had in- 
curred a large debt by our late war with Mexico; 
but he would ask if that debt was to operate on 
one part of our policy only? Was our commerce 
alone to be allowed to sutfer because we had con- 
tracted a debt by our war with Mexico? It was 
not good policy to impose the burdens occasioned 
by this war on one branch alone. He maintained 


| that the debt created by the war should be paid 


from the surplus revenue of the country, and that 
the necessary appropriations should not be with- 
held from our rivers and harbors. It was neces- 


| sary to makea discrimination in our expenditures; 
|| if it was necessary to practise a system of econ- 
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in the State of Connecticut, in accordance with the 
plans and surveys of the department, $10,000.” 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: * For the 
completion of the breakwater at Sandy bay, Mas- 
sachusetts, $30,000.” 

By Mr. HUNT: In lieu of “for survey, &c., 
of Newark,” &c., insert, ** For the improvement 
of the harbor at Newark, New Jersey, $10,000.” 

By Mr. HUNT: In lieu of ** for survey, &c., at 
Providence and Block Island,’’ &c., insert, ‘* For 
the improvement of the harbor at Providence and 
Block Island, Rhode Island, $5,000.” 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey: * For 
the removal of obstructions and clearing out of 
Great Egg Harbor river, in the State of New Jer- 
sey, from Hamilton bridge to its mouth, $10,000.”’ 


It would show the |! 


omy—and he was in favor of a just economy to re- 
duce the debt more speedily—he should be willing 
' and should prefer to see a discrimination made in 
| favor of these works, and a reduction of expendi- 
‘tures in other branches. It would be both more 
| beneficial and satisfactory to the country to reduce 
| the army one or two thousand, and thereby save 
'a large amount of money. He alluded to harbors | $15,000.” 

in his own neighborhood, near which many severe Also, in lieu of “for survey, &c., Mobile, Ala- 
| losses were annually sustained by wrecks; they || bama,’’ insert “‘ For the improvement of the har- 
had also a fort on the Niagara frontier, in which || bor at Mobile, $15,000.”’ 
/was kept a military force at an annual expense Also, the following items: 
| of from $20,000 to $30,000. Now, could any one || For improving the harbor of Cattaraugus creek, on Lake 
| doubt that it would be more beneficial in time of | | Erie..... Jo eeseecveees oeccsecescse Lee cccceaseons $5,000 
| peace to expend that money for the advantage of |, Fer improving the harbor at Ashtabula, on Lake Erie 5,000 


| : . || For improving the harbor at Huron, on Lake Erie... 5,000 
| our commerce by the improvement of harbors and || poy impreving the harbor at Vermillion, on Lake 


By Mr. HUBBARD: Fora continuation of the 
improvement of the mouth of Connecticut river, to 
be expended under the direction of the Engineer 
department, $20,000.” 

By Mr. HUNT: In lieu of “ for survey, &c., of 
Havre de Grace,” &c., insert, “ For the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Havre de Grace, Maryland, 


| rivers, than in keeping men to defend a fort which BFIC o000 gees es sakienatnned ccnedddsseuneve wesbet 5,000 
| had no enemy to threaten it? For improving the harbor at Conneaut, on Lake Erie, 5,000 
: ere || Fou improving the harbor at Dubuque, Iowa........ 2,500 
| He then wraps to answer some objections For improving the harbor at Racine, on Lake Michi- 
| which had been before urged against the harbor |) gan.......:c. cscs cccecceccccecereccececacaveccs 4,000 
| and river bill, and in favor of giving permission to || For improving the harbor at Southport, on Lake 
i the States to levy tonnage duties. He opposed || Michigan .....seeee seen ceeeeereee es tease seeses .. 4,000 
For removing obstructions and improving the navi- 


the levying of tonnage duties, because ut would gation of the Mississippi river.............00eeee 75,000 
' lead to conflicts between States, which this Union |! For the completion and repnir of the dam construct- 

| was designed to avoid. But, besides, it would not || ed by the Government ut Cumberland Island, in 

| operate justly, for the duties would be paid only i the Ohio river...... esibioien sossanted ss oreeeeeees 50,000 
| at the port of destination on vessels arriving there. || By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, the fol- 
| The advantage of such a system would be greatly || lowing, as an additional section: 

to the advantage of the State from which he came; || Be it further enacted, That a sum of money be, and the 
but New York was not disposed to take any ad- || same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any money in 


7 ’ - || the treasury not otherwise appropriated, sufficient for the 
vantage of her position, ‘There could be no doubt |) powing purpoees : 


that the levying of tonnage duties at the port of | For the improvement of Little Sodus Bay, on Lake On- 
New York, from her commercial position, would || tavio.,......cceeceeeeceeececeeeeeeeseneteeseees $0,000 
directly or indirectl affect the whole Union; and || Fer the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of 

, 4 -_, ||  Bighteen-mile Creek, at Olcott, on Lake Ontario 5,000 
from that source New York could doubtless raise || por the improvement of the navigation of James 
not only a sufficient sum to improve her own har- || 


river, in the State of Virginia..........s.++ee+0++ 20,000 
bors and rivers, but to defray all the expenses of || For asurvey and examination of the Alleghany river, 
their government. But New York would make || the Sabine river, and the harbors at the mouth of 
: . . | Black river and New Bufialo, on Lake Michigan, 
_ that sacrifice on the altar of nationality. He ar- || and Little Egg Harbor, and for the improvement 
ued warmly that it was the duty of the General } of the navigation of the Passaic river, in the State 
| Government to make these improvements, and 1 of New ap Feet ee eeeere reese ses ee aeeseaees 10,000 
| that the exercise of that power was necessary to || FE ne vteDelawatt nee ee 500 
the harmony and prosperity of the whole country. | For the improvement of the harbor at Little Fort, on 
In the course of his remarks, some conversation || | Lake Michigan............. wa tholetevecdh eed ... 5,000 
ensued between Messrs. HUNT, EMBREE, and || For the improvement of the harbor at Newcastle, in 
McCLELLAND. | the State of Delaware........ccccccsesces ee 5,000 


For the improvement of Great Wood Hole Harbor, 

in the State of Massachusetts. ++++++............ 4,000 
For the construction of an ice harbor at Delaware 

city, in the State of Delaware.........+. sss+++. 5,000 
For erecting a breakwater at Nantucket............ 20,000 
For the improvement of Ocracock Inlet, North Car- 

GHD Tose hk cphéns deecte chbbcdenndgrgenssapesese 10,000 


Mr. HUNT then proceeded with and concluded 
his general argument, in which he enforced on the | 
| committee the right, the duty, and the necessity to || 
act favorably on this bill. 








and harbor bill. A new bill was prepared by the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. McCievvanp,] 
who was then the chairman of the Committee on 


Commerce, in which many of the items were re- || cation between Albemarle Sound and the Atlantic 


duced, and those retained were for certain special 


objects, in the hope that the President would not || near Old Roanoke Inlet, on the coast of North 


persist in withholding his approbation from works 
which had received the approval of Jackson and 
Van Buren. The President, however, took ground 
against all such appropriations; end if they would 
examine his veto message, they would find that 


he maintained that the power to make such appro- |! ment of the St. Clair flats, in the State of Michigan, 
priations for harbors and rivers would embrace || $50,000; for the improvement of the harbor at the 


the power to make roads and canals. 


But the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Sawyer] | for the improvement of the harbor at the mouth of | 
had raised an objection which they had often || Kalamazoo river, $5,000.” 


heard before, sane, that there were not sufficient 


means in the treasury to meet these expenditures, || appropriated for the improvement of the mouth of | 


| AMENDMENTS AGREED TO. For the improvement of the harbor at Sheboygan, on 
Lake Beigbiga soc ss cscheandendoub sous qtceees 6000 
cena were then moved and agreed to as For repairs of the piers in the river Delaware, at ‘ 


Magne Bois ssc occndcd chanedoneetacideesseqae, ib s0e 
For the repairs of the pier at Chester, in the State of 

Pamnsyivanie iss. dcdcis sec ceveseccions céveccvsne 500 
For the improvement of the harbor of Big Sandy 

Creek, on Lake Ontari0......ccceeee ceeecseeee 5,000 


REJECTED AMENDMENTS. 

The following amendments were moved and re- 
jected: 

By Mr. MEADE: Striking.out the words ** out 
of any unappropriated money in the Treasury,” 
and to insert the following: **By a direct tax levied 
on the real estate of the people of the United 
States.”’ 

This amendment was ruled out of order, and 
| Mr. Meave ers but the decision of the Chair 
(Mr. McC.’s proposition was, that $10,000 be || was sustained. 

Strike out the item “for the improvement of the 


By Mr. OUTLAW: “ For opening a communi- 
Ocean, and the improvement of the harbor at or | 


Carolina, $50,000.” 
| By Mr. HALL, of New York: ‘ For the pres- 
ervation, improvement, and repair of the harbor at 
Buffalo, New York, $25,000.”’ 

Ry Mr. McCLELLAND: “ For the improve- 





mouth of Grand river, on Lake Michigan, $10,000; 





and the gentleman asked where the money was to || the Kalamazoo river; but the sum was reduced, on || Oak Orchard harbor, on Lake Ontario, $3,000.” 


come from? It had been said that the country was 
in debt, and that if these appropriations were made 
the Government must borrow money; which he 
(Mr. H.) denied altogether. In the first place, he 
maintained that our commerce was increased as a 
consequence of the improvements which had been 
heretofore made, and the passage of this bill would 


motion of Mr. Hunt, to $5,000.] 
By Mr. CROZIER: * For the improvement of 
the canal around the Muscle Shoals, and improv- || $50,000.” 
ing the navigation of the Tennessee river above || By Mr. VAN DYKE: “To remove obstruc- 
the Shoals, $50,000.”’ || tions from the river Raritan, $10,000.” 
By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut: ‘* For | ‘By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi: “ For 
| the continuation of the works on the river Thames, '' constructing and working the steam dredge-boat 


By Mr. BOWLIN: “For the continuation of 
the works upon the harbor of St. Louis, Missouri, 
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at the mouth of the Yazoo river, in Mississippi, 
$5,000.’ 

by Mr. KAUFMAN: “For survey and im- 
provement of Sabine river, the alternate sections of 
public domain lying on the east bank of said river.”” 

By Mr. McKAY: ‘For continuing the im- 
provement of the Cape Fear river, below Wil- 
mington, $20,000.’ 

By Mr. HARALSON: * For the improvement 
of the Chattahoochee river, both below and above 
the falls, $50,000.” 

sy Mr. CLARKE: “ For the improvement of 
the Big Barren river, in Kentucky, $50,000.” 

By Mr. FEATHERSTON:; * For the improve- 
ment of the Tomligbee river, from Camargo to 
Pickensville, $70,000; for the improvement of Gal- 
abusha river, $20,000; for the improvement of Big 
Bleck river, $20,000.” 

By Mr. COBB, of Alabama: “ For the im- 
provement of the Flint and Paint Rock rivers, 
$15,000.” 

By Mr. 8. LAWRENCE: * For the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Whitehall, on Lake Cham- 
plain, New York, $10,000,” 





By Mr. MeCLERNAND: “For the improve- | 


ment of the Wabash river, alternate sections of 
the public land for five miles on each side of said 
river.”’ 
By Mr. COBB, of Alabama: ‘ For the improve- 
ment of Coosa river, $50,000.”" 
By Mr. BROWN, of Virginia: ** For the im- 
ovement of Dog river, above the falls, $50,000.” 
Ruled out of order. 

ty Mr. SILVESTER: ‘For continuing the 
miblic works and removing the obstructions in the 
a aes river, near the city of Albany, $50,000.” 

By Mr. FRIES: Add to the item for the im- 
provement of the Ohio river, ‘to be expended 
under the direction* of the Secretary of War in 
removing the dams and wing walls put into said 
river at the expense of the General Government.”’ 

Ry Mr. KENNON: Add to the item for the 
improvement of the Ohio river, ** provided that no 
portion of said last mentioned sum shall be em- 
ployed for the perpose of changing the current to 
or from either channel of said river round Wheel- 
ing island,” 

By Mr. RICHEY: “ For improving and deep- 
ening the channel of the Ohio river opposite Mari- 
etta, Ohio, $10,000.”’ 

By Mr. EMBREE: “For the improvement 
of the Ohio river below the falls at Louisville, 
$40,000."” 

By Mr. TAYLOR: * For improving the Ohio 
river at the mouth of the Scioto river, State of 
Ohio, $10,000,”’ 

By Mr. CHASE: ‘For the improvement of 
Salt river, above the falls, for the benefit of the 
W hig party, $10,000.’ 

By Mr. DICKINSON: “For the continuance 
of the improvement of the head of the Sandusky 
bay, $5,000.” 

By Mr. JOMNSON, of Arkansas: ‘ For a sur- 
vey of the Washita and Little Missouri rivers, in 
Arkansas, $10,000.”" 

‘For the improvement of White and Black 
rivers, in accordance with a survey already made 
by the order of Congress, $10,000.”’ 

By Mr. FARRELLY: * For the improvement 
of the Alleghany river, $25,000.” 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa: ‘ For the im- 
provement of the Des Moines and Rock River 
rapids, in the Mississippi river, $50,000.”’ 

By Mr. CLARKE: * For the improvement of | 
Green and Barren rivers, in Kentacky, $50,000.” 

By Mr. HUBBARD: “ For continuing the im- 
provement at the mouth of the Connecticut river, 
$20,000." 

By Mr. GREEN, of Missouri: Addat end of item 
for improvement of Ohio river below the Falls, and 
Missouri and Arkansas rivers, &c., the following: 
** Commencing at the points in said rivers where 
the improvements are most needed by the public 
interest, and proceeding until the appropriation is 
exhausted.” 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: * For repair- 
ing the piers at the mouth of the Genesee river, 
$10,000.” 

By Mr. McCLERNAND, as a new section: 
‘That the General Assembly of the State of Illi- 
nois is hereby authorized to levy and collect a ton- 
nage duty upon vessels upon the Illinois river, to 
be approved by Congress, for the improvement of 
the navigation of that river.” { 
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By Mr. BOW LIN, as a new section: ** That the 
| State of Missourt 1s hereby authorized and em- 
| powered to levy and collect a tonnage duty, not 
exceeding ten cents on the ton per annum on all 
boats navigating the waters of the State and trading 
to St. Louis, for the purpose of improving the 
harbor of St. Louis; and the said Legislature is 

| authorized to continue the works on said harbor of 
St. Louis with the amount thus raised by tonnage 
duty,and by any and all other funds that the Le- 

|, gislature or the city of St. Louis may appropriate 

| for the continuance of such work at St. Louis.” 
Ruled out. 

By Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania, as new sec- 
| tions: 

And be it further enacted, That the President of the Uni- 
ted Siates is hereby authorized to borrow, on the credit of 
the United States, sueh amount of money as shall be required 
to carry into effect the foregoing act, and to issue therefor 
stock of the United States for the sum thus borrowed, in 
the same forin as provided in former acis of Congress on the 
subject of loans, redeemable at a period not longer than 
twenty years. 

ind be it further enacted, That the stock issued under the 
provisions of this act shall not bear a ligher rate of interest 
than six per cent. per annum, payable semi-annually, and 
no part thereof shall be disposed of at less than par. 

| By Mr. KAUFMAN: * For the improvement 
| of the Trinity river, in Texas, $20,000.” 
| No more amendments being offered, the Com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill as amended. 

‘Mr. HUNT moved the previous question, which 
was seconded; and, under the operation thereof, 
the amendments which had been sanctioned by the 
Committee of the Whole were all agreed to, and 


the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a | 


third time. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to reconsider the 
vote ordering the engrossment of the bill, and 
moved to lay that motion on the table; which lat- 
ter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to suspend the rules, for 
the purpose of reading the bill a third time. The 


yeas and nays were taken on the motion, and re- | 


sulted, yeas 112, nays 59. ‘Two-thirds not voting 
in the affirmative, the motion was not carried. 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved a suspension of 
_ the rules for the purpose of considering the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table. Lost, two-thirds not 
| voting in favor thereof, 


Mr. VINTON rose to propose that the House | 


take a recess from four to half-past six o’clock to- 
day. [Cries of *‘ No, no; three to five.”’] He 


gave notice that when the House came together he || 


_should move to take up the amendments of the 


Senate to the civil and diplomatic appropriation | 


bill, and he would state that he was informed by 


the Speaker that without this bill pass it was impos- | 


sible to pay the members of the House. 
ter, and cries of ** We'll pass it.’’] 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will confirm the 
| statement of the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. There is not enough money 
in the treasury of the House to settle the accounts 
| of the members until this bill is passed. 
After a word of conversation between Mr. 
JONES, of Tennessee, and the SPEAKER— 
Mr. VINTON modified his motion to provide 
for a recess from half-past three to half-past five 
| o’clock; which was agreed to. 
LIGHT-HOUSES. 
| On motion of Mr. GRINNELL—by ayes 76, 


[Laugh- 


| noes 53— the House resolved itself into Commit- | 


| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
| Smirn, of Indiana, in the chair,) and, after some 


points of order by Mr. Coss, of Georgia, proceed- | 


ed to the consideration of the Senate bill making 
| appropriations for certain light-houses, light-boats, 
| buoys, &c, 
| Mr. GRINNELL called for the reading of the 
amendments proposed by the Committee on Com- 
merce; and the dest having been read— 


| Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, rose and was | 


| recognized by the Chair, and announced his inten- 
| ton of submitting some remarks which he had 
| for some time been seeking an opportunity to de- 
| liver 





| yielded the floor, and, remarking that it was evi- 
| dent if the committee went into a general debate 
| upon this bill they would not be able to pass it at 
this late stage of the session, he moved that the | 
| committee rise for the purpose of offering a reso- | 
| lution to terminate the debate. | 
| ‘The CHAIR, however, decided that Mr. Hovs- | 
| ron had the floor, unless Mr. Grunnewu claimed ! 
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it for the purpose of debate. And afier some fur- 
ther points of order and conversation— 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, addressed the 
committee until the hour appointed for the recess 
He first expressed his views on the subject of the 
compromise bill recently disposed of by the House 
of Representatives, and next proceeded to the dis. 
cussion of the light-house bill, and incidentally the 
| question of internal improvements, showing that 
it was objected that, with works that were |egi,)- 
mate and proper, others were mixed up that bad 
no legitimate claims upon the Government. He 
examined the positions assumed by the President 
in his veto message at some length, in which he 
was engaged at half-past three o’clock, when the 
House, in accordance with its resolution, took a 
| recess until half-past five o’clock. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The House met at half past five, and the Com. 
mittee of the Whole resumed its session and the 
consideration of the light-house bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, continued and 
concluded his remarks, scrutinizing the course of 
the Executive in the origin and conduct of the war, 
and touching upon various other topics, and was 
arrested in the course of his remarks by the expj- 
ration of his hour. 

Mr. GRINNELL next obtained the floor, and 
moved that the committee rise, with a view of 
| offering a resolution to terminate the debate. 

The motion being agreed to, on motion of Mr, 
GRINNELL, a resolution was adopted to terminate 
| debate on the bill in five minutes after its consid- 
eration was resumed in committee. 

Mr. VINTON reported back from the Commit 
| tee of Ways and Means the civil and diplomatic 
‘appropriation bill, with the amendments of the 
|| Senate; which, on his motion, were referred to the 
‘|, Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
‘| On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House again 
| resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on 
'| the state of the Union; and, after some objections 
raised by Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, who pro- 
posed immediately to take up the amendments to 
the civil and diplomatic bill, resumed the consid- 
eration of 

THE LIGHT-HOUSE BILL. 

Mr. BOWLIN occupied the few minutes which 
|| remained for debate on the bill, but such was the 
‘| confusion that the course of his remarks could 
/not be ascertained. Toward the latter part of 
them he referred to some Whig document which 

he held in his hand, in which he pointed out two 
| different passages relating to General Cass, one of 
which was, as he alleged, intended for the North, 
| and the other“for the South. 
|| The period allotted for debate having expired, 


| the committee proceeded to vote on the bill and 
_ amendments. 

Mr. GRINNELL, chairman of the Committee 
on Commerce, having made a few explanatory 
remarks on the amendments from the Senate, the 
question was put on concurring in these amend- 
ments, and they were all concurred in. 

Mr. GRINNELL then, by order of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, proposed a list of additional 
appropriations, all of which were concurred in, and 
the bill was laid aside to be reported to the House. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the committee pro- 
|| ceed to consider the Senate’s amendments to the 
| civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, which was 
| agreed to. 
| Mr. VINTON stated that the bill had come back 
|| from the Senate loaded down with a vast number 
| and variety of amendments, the due consideration 
| of which would require two or three days, They 
| did not amount to a hundred, bat they came as 
| Near it as possible, for they were ninety-nine in 
|| number; and the total amount of appropriauons 
‘| which they added to the bill was between eight 
| and nine hundred thousand dollars; while, on the 
other hand, the effect of them, if adopted, would 


: |, be to diminish the amount as sent to them from 
| Mr. GRINNELL claimed that he had not || the House about seventy or eighty thousand dol- 


lars. 
| Mr. V.said he had not now risen for the purpose 
of making a speech, but simply to give explana- 
| tions respecting some of the various amendments 
_ the Senate had proposed to ingraft upon the bill. 
| To do this in regard to all of them would not only 
occupy all the remainder of the session, but would 


extend far beyond it. The Committee of Ways 
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and Means had labored industriously night and day 
since the bill eame back, and had kept it in their 
jands to the last moment that they could consist- 
ently with allowing any time for its consideration 
ia Committee of the Whole. They had not, how- 
ever, been able to go into the great mass of the 
Senate’s amendments submitted to them, (most of | 


_THE CONG 


which consisted of private claims,) and it was not | 


therefore in his power to give to the committee 
that minute information in regard to them which, 
ynder ordinary circumstances, he should have felt | 
it his duty to do, 
best they could. Q | 
majority of the amendments, though, in regard to | 
many of them, they had agreed to recommend a | 
concurrence. Among these latter were two or three | 
of great importance, 
The first of these was an appropriation of | 


The committee had done the || 
They had disagreed toa large |; 


§141,000 to satisfy claims advanced by the Creek | 


indians under a treaty made with a portion of their | 
tribe at Indian Springs in 1821. A majority of | 
the Committee of Ways and Means had been in 
favor of allowing this appropriation, and they had 
accordingly recommended that the House do con- 
cur in the amendment; but they had recommended 
some modifications of it. It was the last amend- 
ment reported, and, as it would consequently be 


late before it would come up for action in this com- || 


mittee, he thought it best to explain it now. 

Mr. V. then explained that by the treaty the | 
United States had agreed to pay the Indians | 
¢200,000 for a tract of about four millions of acres | 
ceded by them, and also to pay to citizens of Geor- | 
gia their claims against the Indians, provided the 
same did not exceed $250,000. To ascertain the | 
amount of these Georgia claims, a commission had | 
been appointed, who allowed claims to the amount 
of $108,000, leaving a surplus of $141,000. ‘This | 
surplus the Creeks now claimed as rightfully due | 


knotty points of legal and equitable construction 
involved. 

Mr. SCHENCK inquired—for he favored the 
claim of the Indians—what security there was 
that the money now paid would iwure to the ben- 
efit of the Indians, and not be squandered? 

Mr. NICOLL replied that the Committee of 
Ways and Means had considered that point, and 
reported a proviso that none of the money should 
be paid over except to persons to whom it was 
proved to be due, and only on the further con- 
dition that it is to be received as final indemnity. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS gave a detailed history of the 
Indian relations of the State of Georgia from 1793 
to the date of the treaty in question, and of subse- 
quent treaties, and was conducted by his state- 
ment of facts and argument to the same general 
conclusion adopted by Mr. Nicott. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, recapitulated 
the facts of the case, and expressed his unwilling- 
ness to give this money, if they had even an equi- 
table claim to it, or if it was to be a bounty from 
this Government to the Indian chiefs. He wished 
it to be set apart asa fund for the benefit of the 
tribe, by the means of schools, farms, and the pro- 
motion of civilization among them. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said he had come to 
the conclusion that this money would be a bounty 


‘from the Government, if it were paid, for the 


| 
| 


to them; and that was the opinion of a majority of |, 


the committee; it was not his own opinion. 

He compared our situation in this Creek treaty | 
with that we had made in the late treaty with Mex- | 
ico, We had agreed to pay her fifteen millions as | 


afixed sum for the cession of New Mexico and || 


California, and also to assume and pay the claims | 
of our own citizens against her. So here the United 
States agreed to pay the Creeks the fixed sum of | 
§200,000 for the cession of their lands, and to as- 
sume and pay the claims of the people of Georgia 
against them. We had limited, 


if the claims fell short of that amount, the balance 
of course reverted to the United States, and she 
Creeks had no manner of right to it. This was 
his view. 

But the other opinion was, (and such seemed to 
be the understanding ofthe Creeks themselves, ) that 
the United States were to pay them $200,000 cer- 
tain, and any balance of $250,000 more which 
should not be absorbed by the Georgia claims; | 
hence they now demanded this balance of $141,000. 

[The above is the substance of Mr. V.’s ex- 
planation as the reporter understood it. There 
were a variety of subordinate statements and ex- 
planations given, but the above contains the gist of 
the matter. | 

Mr. V. then further apologized for not being | 
able to go into full explanations of the various | 
other items of the Senate’s amendments, nor into 
this one as fully as under other circumstances it | 
would be proper to do, The committee had agreed 


time. 


however, what || 
we would pay, setting the limitation at $250,000; |, 


Creek nation had no claim upon us. The terms 
of the treaty stipulations with the Indians had 
been complied with by this Government, and the 
$250,000 paid to the Georgia claimants, and there 


|| Was nothing on which to base this claim but an 


understanding of the Indians, which could have 
no validity. He commented on the length of time 


|| which had been suffered to elapse before the claim 


was set up, and the publicity given to the treaty, 
and the opportunities given for its examination at 
the time it was agreed to, to show that the claim 
was made under circumstances of suspicion. 

Mr. STANTON also entered into some brief 
explanations, 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. COBB continued his argument in opposi- | 


tion to the claim. He stated the fact that the in- 
terpretation of the treaty by the commissioner was 
adverse to this claim, and it had long remained 
undisputed; and further, he called attention to the 


|| manner in which the claim was sought to be es- 


tablished. It was put into an appropriation bill at 
the close of a session, without being reported upon 
by a committee of this House, and hence he looked 
upon it with suspicion. He forcibly appealed to 


| the committee to reject this amendment, and pro- 


tect the treasury against this novel mode of passing 
private claims. 

Mr. VINTON said there were a hundred of 
these amendments, and this bill must be passed 
to-night or to-morrow; he therefore moved that 


| the committee rise with the view of offering a res- 


} 
| 


} 


olution in the House to stop debate in Committee 
of the Whole. 

The motion was agreed to, and the light-house 
bill was reported with amendments, and progress 
on the phn pate diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The light-house bill was then taken up, the 
amendments of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union were agreed to, and the bill 
was read a third time and passed under the opera- 


|| tion of the previous question. 


Mr. VINTON offered a resolution to stop de- 


Q '| bate in the Committee of the Whole on the state 
to many of them under high pressure for want of |, of the Union on the civil and diplomatic appropri- | 
‘| ation bill in fifteen minutes after the bill shall be 


Mr. NICOLL, of New York, next took the ! again taken up; which was agreed to. 


floor, stating that when he first looked into this 


Indian claim he had felt inclined to oppose it, but | 


on fuller investigation had become satisfied that | 
the engagement of the United States was, in effect, | 
to give the Indians $450,000 for their lands, de- 
ducting from that gross sum so much as should | 
be duly substantiated as just claims of citizens of 
Georgia against the Indians for past spoliations. 
Mr. N. said, although many of the items which 











' 
} 


The House then again resolved itself into Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
resumed the consideration of the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 

Mr. 
ness an item which the Senate had inserted for a 
claim of David Taylor, who had married an In- 


OWDON advocated with much earnest- | 
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favoring the claim. Mr. C. denounced the Indian 

Sureau as thoroughly corrupt. He had been cred- 
ibly informed that the books in that bureau had 
been altered and falsified for corrupt purposes, 
(though this, he beleved, had been done iuner 
the incaumbency of Mr. Crawford, the predecessor 
of the present Commissioner.) He had no confi- 
dence in Mr. Medill, nor would he believe any 
statement he should make. An application had 
been made to the department to have the books 
taken out of his office and deposited in some place 
where they should be safe from alterations. 

Mr. BOWDON disclaimed taking any part in 
this matter between Mr. Ciineman and the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, but went on to advo- 
cate the claim of David Taylor until the time allot- 
ted to debate expired. 

The committee then proceeded to vote on the 
amendments of the Senate, (99 in all,) of which 
eleven were agreed to, and forty-two, including 
that for the schooner Amistad, were disagreed to. 

The committee then rose and reported progress, 
and the House, at twenty minutes before eleven 
o’clock at night, adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wenpnespay, .2ugust 9, 1848. 


The PRESIDENT protem. laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Department of War, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the 28th 
ultimo, calling for information as to the gross 
amount paid each officer, and why such informa- 
tion does not appear in the Army Reyister of the 
present year, 

The communication, with accompanying letters 
from the Second and Third Auditors and the Ad- 
jutant General, were ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Select Committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of William Darby, 
accompanied nf areport; which was ordered to be 
printed. The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the relief 
of Samuel F. Butterworth, accompanied by a 


| report; which was ordered to be printed. The bill 
| was read a first time. 


Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 


| Finance, reported House bill for the support of the 


army for the year ending on the 3d of June, 1849, 
with amendments; with a notice that he should 
call it up for speedy action. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported House bill granting the right of 
way through the public lands in Indiana and Illi- 
nois to the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad Com 


pany, with an amendment. 


Mr. B. made an effort to have the bill consid- 


ered, but it was resisted. 


| 
} 
} 


| 
i} 
Ii 


| 
1 


if 


} 
it 


| 


dian wife, and was entitled to 600 acres of land, | 


officially valued at $20,489. Theclaim was recom- 


had been put in by the Senate would have been || mended by the Secretary of the Treasury and the 
out of order under the rules of the House, still || Attorney General and accounting officers of the 


proper respect to that body required their candid | Treasu 


consideration. He had endeavored to give such | 


| 


ry. 
Mr. éLINGMAN supported the claim, and 


® consideration to them as far as the very limited | took occasion to warn the committee against any 
time allowed to the committee. He presented in | opposition which might have becn made to it by 
avery lucid manner his view of the rr con- || Mr. Medill, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


struction of the treaty, and maintaine 


the equity | who, he understood, had endeavored to prejudice 


of the claim of the Indians. The reporter does not | the claim, because the agents of the claimant per- 
attempt to follow his argument upon the numerous !! emptorily refused to make an allowance for his 


i 
i} 
i 
i} 

} 


| 


| 


it 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, asked that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
following memorials: Of William Parkeson, of 
Benjamin Miller, of Ellen F. Smith, of Angel 
Spaldin , of William Miller, of Sarah Overback, 
and of William Pennoyer. 

Mr. J. also, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, asked that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further.consideration of the peti- 
tion of Lieutenant Littleton Barclay. 

The said committees were therefore discharged 
from the further consideration of these subjects. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings, reported the following resolutioi: 


Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $8,770 be expended 
out of the contingent fund of the Senate in completing the 


| System of ventilating and warming the Senate Chamber, 
| commenced and proposed by Johr. Skirving: provided, how- 


ever, that the money shall be expended and the work exe- 
cuted under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. H. asked the immediate consideration of 
the resolution, presuming there would be objection 
to its adoption. 

Mr. HALE would prefer that it lie over under 
the rules. 

Mr. HUNTER hoped that the Senate would 
adopt it at once; the appropriation was a very 
limited one, and referred to a former expenditure 
of the enormous sum of £90,000 sterling for the 
same duty. 

Mr. HALE observed that large and small were 


|scomparative terms; and however limited such a 
|, Sum might appear to some gentlemen, he confessed 
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that it struck his ear as one of some magnitude; | 
he would, however, withdraw his objection to its | 
consideration. 

Mr. TURNEY. I prefer that it lie over. 

Accordingly, it lies over under the rule. 

Mr. GREENE asked the favor of the Senate to 
excuse him from serving on the Committee on 
Printing. His engagements were such that he 
could not be present during the recess; his distance 
from the city was also a serious obstacle to his 
attendance, and he would prefer to have some other | 
gentleman appointed more conversant with the | 
duties, and whose proximity to the District would 
better fit him for the duties, 

Mr. G. was accordingly excused. 

Mr. GREENE begged leave to submit from the 
Committee on Printing, appointed by the respect- 
ive Houses, a resolution to the effect that it have 
leave to sit in the recess of Congress to enable 
them to execute the duties required of them by the 
joint resoluuon of the 3d of August, 1846, provided 
that no member of the committee shall draw pay 
for anything beyond his actual expenses while | 


_THE. CONGRESSIONAL ‘GL 


| which motion was adopted, and the Senate re- | The amendment was adopted by a larg 


| When the doors were reopened— 


travelling to and from the Capitol for the perform- || 


ance of duues of eaid committeeand his per diem 
while thus engaged. | 

Mr. GREENE said that the printer was to, be | 
paid as the work was done. The committee, on 
consultation, thought it would be hard to keep the | 
printer out of his money unul the next session, 
and that the examination and payment should be 
made every two or three weeks, 

Mr. WESTCOTT would prefer that the reso- 
lution lie over. | 
Mr. BORLAND asked to be discharged from 
serving on the same committee. ‘The reasons 
given by the Senator from Rhode Island for being | 
saeaball would apply with double force to him, 
who lived at so great a distance from the metropolis, 
and which would render his attendance to the duues 
extremely inconvenent. Mr. b. was discharged. 

The vacancy caused by the discharge of Mr. | 
Greene, was directed to be filled by the Chair, | 


| the Senate took up House bill for the relief of the 


and the Chair accordingly appointed Mr. Jonn- || 


son, of Maryland. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate any information in his De- 
partinent as to the practicability of reclaiming the everglades 
in the State of Florida, or as to the expediency of ceding ! 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, | 
| 
| 
| 


them to the said State for that purpose, and his Opinion as || 


to ihe best mode and manner ot accomplishing such object. 


On motion of Mr. PEARCE, 


i 
| 
Ordered, That during the remainder of the session, the | 
Senate will take a daily recess from 4 to 5} o’clock, p.m. | 
aa 
On motion, it was ordered that the employés | 
in and about the Senate Chamber, in consideration | 
of the long and arduous session, have some extra 


On motion of Mr. NILES, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill to establish certain | 
post routes, which had been reported from the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads with 
numerous amendments. 

‘The amendments of the committee were agreed | 
to en masse. 

Several other amendments were then offered and | 


adopted, when, pending an amendment moved by | 
Mr. Downs— 


| 
| 

allowances made to them. | 
| 


| 
Mr. DOUGLAS moved to proceed to the con- 
| 


sideration of the bill to establish a government in 
the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. DAYTON asked to be allowed to make 
reports; and that the Senator from Illinois would 
waive his motion for the present. 

Mr. DOUGLAS observed that the time for | 
morning business had passed, and he could jnot 
consent. 

Mr. DAYTON said if such were the fact, it was 
owing to business having been taken up out of its 
order. He had been in his seat ever since the | 
meeting, anxiously waiting an opportunity to | 
make reports. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, thought they 
ought to proceed to the consideration of Executive 
business, which, in fact, was the special order. 

Mr. DICKINSON was of opinion that if busi- 
ness was to be progressed in, it should be accord- 
ing to rule. 

| Here there were several cries of ‘* Executive 
session !’’] 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr, 
Dove as, and it was lost; when— 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to pro‘ |) to convince the Senate of the necessity for adopt- 


ceed to the consideration of Executive business; 


|| row. 


| taken up for consideration was, “‘ for arrearages for 


| which, after a brief explanation, was adopted. 


| were adopte 


} 


i 


mained in secret session for near four hours. 


Mr. FELCH moved to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the bill to apply certain alternate sections 
of the public domain towards the completion of 
the Clinton and Kalamazoo canal, in the State of 


Michigan; which was agreed to. {| 


On motion of Mr. F., the bill was amended in 
several particulars, the amendments ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill was subsequently read a 
third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate took 
up House bill for the relief of John Farnham; 
which, after having been advocated by Mr. H., | 
was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. BREESE moved to proceed to the consid- | 
eration of Senate bill to authorize the sale of re- | 
served lands, and for other purposes; which was | 
considered and passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved to take | 
up House bill for the relief of Alborne Allen; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD advocated and explained 
the bill; when it was read a third time and passed. 


to; and the bill was read a third time and passed. 
On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | 


heirs and widow of Francis Gramillion; which was | 
considered in Committee of the Whole and passed; 
and the Senate took a recess. 
NIGHT SESSION. 
Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary, reported back the amendments from the || 


House to the bill giving effect to certain treaty 
stipulations between this and foreign governments 
for the apprehension and delivering up of certain 
offenders, with a recommendation that the Senate | 


do not concur; and Mr. B. stated that it was with || 


a view to the appointment of a committee of con- | 
ference. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the bill to establish a government in 
the Territory of Oregon. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, wished the Sen- 
ator from Illinois to forego his motion for the pres- | 
ent, and consent to call it up at 10 o’clock to-mor- 
He professed himself as anxious as the | 
Senator to have it disposed of, but he thought the 
present hour not suited to the discussion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS would acquiesce, and with- 
draw his motion, with the disunct understanding 
that it should be taken up to-morrow, at ]1 o’clock. | 
(Cries of “ Agreed !’’} 

Mr. DOWNS contended that the Post Office bill 
was the unfinished business, and should come up 
as a matter of course. 

The CHAIR gave it as his opinion that it was 
first in order, 

Mr. ATHERTON then moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the Post Office bill, with a 
view to take up the bill making appropriation for 
the military service of the United States for the | 





year ending 3Uth June, 1849; which motion was || 


agreed to. ; ; 
Mr. ATHERTON submitted various amend- 
ments from the Committee on Finance: the first 


military surveys west of the Mississippi, $20,000;”’ | 


Several at amendments of the committee 


The amendment granting $200,000 for the mili- | 
tary and civil operations in California under com- 


(| mand of Commodore Stockton and Lieutenant 


Colonel Frémont, was next taken up. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, said the sum | 
was a pretty large one, and he wished some in- | 
formation on the subject. 

Mr. ATHERTON replied that the amendment 
was a portion of the bill that had already passed 
the Senate, and related only to ascertained claims. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired if a bill had not 
already been passed giving $700,000 for the settle- 
ment of California claims, and desired to be in- | 
formed what necessity existed for this additional | 
$200,000. 

Mr. BENTON explained at length, going into a 
history of thecase, which, while it amused, seemed | 


ing the amendment. 


OBE. 
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€ major. 
ity. 
| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, offered various 
amendments from the Military Committee, which 
were adopted: one increasing the companies of 
some of the regiments to 64, with the privilege of 
extending the number to 100 men, should the Pres. 
ident think proper. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to amend 
the bill by inserting an appropriation of $15,000 
for a fort on Proctor’s Island, in Lake Borgne 
contending with great zeal and animation for the 
adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. ATHERTON insisted that this was not q 
fortification bill, and that the amendment was not 
an appropriate one for the military bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON insisted that it was the bill to 
which it ought to be affixed. When he had offered 
the amendment to the naval appropriation bill, he 
was told by the same Senator, “that was not 
the place for it; wait until the civil and diplo- 
matic bill comes before us here.’? He had waited 
patiently for this bill, and when he offered it again 
was told that was not the place for it; and now, 


|, when he offered it to the only bill that it could be 
Mr. FOOTE moved to take up the bill for the || 
relief of Joseph Perry; which motion was agreed || 


attached, here was the same story. He insisted 
that it should go to the bill. 

Mr. BENTON came to the rescue of the amend- 
ment, declaring that Proctor’s Island was an old 


|| acquaintance of his, observing that he had voted 


for the appropriation on all occasions, and should 


'| do so on the present, agreeing, at the same time, 


| with Mr. J., that the present bill was the legiti- 
| mate one to which the amendment should be at- 
tached. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. DIX, 
BREESE, and BRIGHT, against the amend- 
| ment— 


‘|| Mr. JOHNSON demanded the yeas and nays, 


| which were ordered, and the vote stood as {ol- 
| lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Borland, Cameron, Clarke, Dodge, Downs, 
Fitzgerald, Foote, Johnson of Louisiana, Manguin, Pearce, 
Sebastian, Walker, Webster, and Westcott—2v. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, But- 
ler, Calhoun, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Feleh, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Georgia, King, Metcalfe, 
Miller, Niles, Phelps, Spruance, Turney, Underwood, and 
Yulee—26. 

Mr. HANNEGAN moved to amend the bill by 
granting a discharge to such of the mounted rifle 
regiment intended for California who had served 
in Mexico as might please to avail themselves of 
it—addressing the Senate, and paying a well-mer- 
ited compliment to this regiment, which had been 
first in every fight and leading in every forlorn 
hope. 

r. ALLEN supported the amendment, de- 
claring his belief that they were entitled to their 
discharge under the law. 

Mr. BORLAND also spoke handsomely of these 
gallant men, declaring they were his brethren in 
arms, and with them he had first met the enemies 
of his country. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, opposed the amend- 
ment, declaring that they were not entitled under 
the law to their discharge, and doubting the policy 
of allowing them to leave the service. 

The question was taken on the amendment, and 
it was adopted. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to amend the bill by in- 
serting an item giving $600, with interest from 
1847, to Captain John Caldwell, for moneys paid 
| by him in Mexico. 

This amendment was resisted on the ground that 
it was a private claim, and should not be inserted in 
| the bill; and, after some debate, in which Messrs. 
_ ALLEN, ATHERTON, and DAVIS of Missis- 
| sippi, participated, the question was taken by 
| yeas and nays, and decided as follows: 





|| _YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, 


Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Clarke, Corwin, Downs, Fitz- 
eS Greene, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of 
| Louisiana, Miller, Turney, Underwood, and Upham—20. 
NAYS—Messrs. Atheriou, Breese, Butler, Cameron, Da- 
| vis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, 
| Douglas, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, Niles, Spruance, 
; and Yulee—16. 
| Amendments were offered by Mr: BELL and 
by Mr. BORLAND, which led to very consid- 
| erable debate, and were rejected. 
| The bill was reported to the Senate, and the 
amendments being concurred in, the bill was read 
| a third time and passed. 


‘| And the Senate adjourned. 
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